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N M, OST of theſe Letters were publiſhed, and 
all of them were written, in the year 1792, | 
ſhortly previous to the eſtabliſhment of the ſyſtem 2 
they are intended partially to impeach, and with A CO ——_ 
a View 70 prevent its adoption, by an expoſure of I} 
ita defefts. Such as were publiſbed, appeared 
in the Morning Chronicle, which was choſen, 
not as the vehicle of party ſentiment, (for the 
author ts of no party ) but as a paper of exten- { 
foe circulation and fame. A daily print offered | F 
the earlieſt, if not the moſt eligible mode of con- _ 
veying the author's opinion, both to thoſe who 
were to decide upon the meaſure, and to the =—_ 
public at large. His name was only with-beld, 
becauſe he did not wiſh it to have any influence 
on the effett of bis arguments. WD 
* A 2 Under 
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iv PREFACE. 


Under the ſeigned ſignature of Gurreeb Doſs, 
theſe Letters did not paſs unnoticed at the time. 
Among other animadver fions, they were an ſiber- 
ed by a Gentleman, to whom the Eaſt-India 
Company is much indebted for great and able 
exertions in their Revenue Department. Much 
| as the author differs from this Gentleman on the 

hem in queſtion, he unites with every one who 
has a knowledge of Bis character and conduct, 
in commendation of his zeal, integrity, gnd ta- 
lents. Mr. Law, with his uſual candor, fub- 
ſeribed his name to the anſwers he publiſhed, 
and, the progreſs of the correſpondence in the 
Morning Chronicle being interrupted by the im- 
portant and eventful revolution of France, 
which filled the daily papers and abſorbed the 
: public attention, the diſcu Non was continued 
by each party without communication with the 
other. Had the Printer been able to reſtore the 
Letters of Mr. Law, which have not appeared 
in print, the whole would now, with that 
Gentleman's concurrence, have been publiſhed 


entire 5 
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PREFACE. ©) 
entire, in order that the public might be in 
poſſeſſion of the whole of the arguments on a 
ſubjett of confiderable importance to the Britiſh 
mtereſts in India. Unfortunately, however, 


though repeatedly enquired, for, * could never 
be found. 

When the author republiſhes Mr. Law's 
name, he feels it incumbent on him to ſubſcribe 
his qwn. He is aware, that his Letters con- 
tain many inaccuracies, but he is perſuaded a 
liberal allowance will be made for the haſte, un- 
der the preſſure of which they were unavord- 
ably compoſed, in order that his JSentiments might 
be communicated to Sir Fobn Shore, previous 
70 bis ates for India. : 


As tbe V oem 45 commented upon, het FRE 
| ſince been carried into ect, it is neceſſary to 
explain the uſe and entention of the preſent pub- 
lication. Regulations have already taken place 


in India, which admit of ſuch a qualification of 


the 
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the plan, as will extend to the redreſt of many, 
if not the whole of the inconveniences which the 
author, previous to. its inſtitution, pointed out. 
He obſerves, with infinite ſatisfaftion, that the 
G overnment of Bengal, convinced of the hard- 
ſhip and injuſtice which the Ryots are dooned 
to ſuffer under the Mocurrery liem, have al- 
ready adopted ſome of thoſe meaſures for their 
relief, which it was the object of his Letters 
to ſuggeſt. | | 


The proclamation which announces to the na- 
tives of India the confirmation of the decennial 
er mocurrery ſettlement, is herewith publiſhed z 
by which it will appear, what reſervations 
have been made in favour of the R ots, and 
what fipulations for ſuch future remedies as 
experience may point out to be neceſſary to 
curb the oppreſſive uſe of that power over 
them, which this ſyſtem, perhaps too laviſhly, 
entruſts to the Zemindar. 


For 


PREFACE. "oi 


For the further protection of the natives in 
general, Courts of Appeal have been eſtabliſhed 
at the Preſidency, at Moorſbedabad, Dacca, 
and Patna, for reviſing the decrees of the 
Zilla, or Provincial C ourts, and all judicial 
authority has been ſevered from the Of ce of 
Revenue Collector. 


T heſe changes mY the ſyſtem inſpire the Author 
with a hope, that his ſuggeſitons may be the 
means of further meliorating the condition, and 
of ultimately eftabliſhing the rights of that uſeful 
and blameleſs race of men, the native culti- 
vators of land in India; nor does he deſpair of ACT 
meeerng the Noble Marquis, juſt returned from 
the Government of India, which his wiſe and 
virtuous or mr ofration | bas xs rendered « a Ain Fa 
to the country, #2 a 1 powerful ſupport to 
the Author's feeble efforts in their favor. 


London, J. PRINSEP. 
the 12th Feb. 1794. 1 1 Ol 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


” #5 


1 this Publication, the terms 
Quit-rent and Land-tax, are applied 
to Jo." that annual acknowledgement 
paid by the occupiers of land, the aggregate of 
which forms * is, called the * of. 
Bengal, N oy PF: 


mn England, the term 888 is only 
applicable to. the annual acknowledgment 
paid by a Copyholder to his Lord. A Free- 
holder is exempt from ſuch claim. But both 
are liable to the Land-tas levied ad ern | 
_. SY 1 


1 


The revenue, raiſed from the time of our 
acquiſition of the Dewanne, until thi accettion | 
of EARL now MAaRxqyis CoRnwaALL1S to 
the Supreme Government of India, wis uni. 

e l formly 


N 
'd 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


formly termed Quit-rent- :-and-all-Landhold- 
ers were conſidered as holding of the Sove- 


reign power; whether the parties paid Huz- 
2z00ry, viz. immediately to the Treaſury, or 
Muzgoory, through the intervention of . 
Zemindar, or Farmer. 


The queſtion, who were the tenants in ca- 


pite ? was ſeldom agitated abroad, and never 
decided. eg 


0 A. his Lordſhip ö nine this 
N firſt e the denomination of 
Land- tax: and, by the adoption of the mo- 
currery plan, all who arę admitted to pay this 
Land- tax, direct, in - conſequence Gags 
F reebolders. ie - 


a. 
ad 5 
I 


1 1K By | 


But, as theres jill. « exiſts a 3 in * * 
minds of many, both as to the right and the 
policy of depriving the lower claſſes of Land 
occupiers, the gependent " Taicokdars and the 
fixed Ryots of this privilege, they, are con- 
ſidered by GURREEB, Doss as F regholder 
allo ; and . be, terms Qvit-rent and Land- 
tax, indiſcriminately applied to the tribute 
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The wins bebe: ded Freeholders, are 
either the Kagtant cultivators deſeribed in 


r. HAs TIN GS' minute, nor ths Collies 
ooteyahs, or Servants who work for 


onthly wages: but a numerous and reſpec= - 
able claſs of the Natives, occupiers of the 
oil from time immemorial : who, till this 
ew ſyſtem was adopted, have been ever 
onfidered as entitled to permanent poſſoſſion 
f the Land on which they built, and to the 
elds they cultivated, for as long a time as 


ney ſhould continue to 3 the eſtabliſhed 
ontribution to the State. 


That they are ſtill entitled to this privilege, 
ind ought to have it formally promulgated 
ind effectually ſecured to them, is the argu- 
ent of this publication. 


The neceflity of applying Indian terms and 
echnical language, may ſeem to call for a 
Gloſſary 
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A.DNVERTISEMEN T. 
Gloſſary to this production; but as it 
probably attract the attention of few. Reader 
who have not peruſed Mr. Rovsz on the 
Landed Property of Bengal, the Writer begs 
reference to one which will be found annex 
to _ Es Ag 
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Lerttss or GURREEB Doss. 


No. 1. 


The 1 Inſertion , which ap peared 5 in the 
Morning Chronicle of the 1 iff of October, 
5 having given Occaſion to this Corre- 


ſpondence, it is thought a neceſſary Iniroduc- 
tion of the Subject 


\ 
C3.3 


—— 


D CORNWALLIS and Mr. Snoke 


have been repreſented in a morning print as 


extremely adverſe to each other; and the 
323 of the latter to the Goveriiment 
B General 


Mr. SHORE's Appointment. | 


„ 
General of Bengal is ſuppoſed to prove, that 


the preſent adminiſtration are much diffatisfied - 


with the conduct of the Noble Marquis: this 


is a very groſs miſrepreſentation, and merits 
a public refutation. "Mr. SyoRE was the 


acting Preſident of the Committee of Revenue 
in Calcutta, from its formation in February 


1781, with a few months exception, until his 


departure from Bengal with Mr. HasTiNGs, 
in February 178 5. In 1786, the Directors 
appointed him a Member of the Supreme 
Council; and he returned to Bengal f in that 


year with Lord CoxnwaALL1s, with orders 


to be again placed at the head of the Com- 
mittee ef Revenue in Calcutta. In this ſitu- 


ation, and as a Member of Government, he 


acted moſt cordially with Lord CoRnwALL1s, 
though in one inſtance, which we will explain, 


he differed in opinion with his 4 


Mr. HasTinGs had e to the 


Company in 1780, the very miſchievous con- 


ſequences of making annual ſettlements of the 


lands in Bengal; but did not ſucceed in per- 
ſuading the Directors to authorize engagements 
for 
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for long periods, or for lives, the charter ber 
ing nearly . 
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Pr 


In Al 1786, * Bench or al, 
who had then an old Bengal ſervant” for their 
Secretary, Mr. Boug ro Rovse; took this 
ſubject up, and they empowered Lord Cok x- 
wWaALILISs to form à ten years ſettlement, 
adding, that they intended to make this ten 
years ſettlement, a Jing engagement for 


eVEere. 


With every poſſible attention to the ſubject, 
it took three years to collect materials upon 
which to form this ſettlement, which was 
generally, though not univerſally, done in 
| 1790, on a rent ſomewhat lower than the 
rent of former years. 
Lord CoxNWALLIS was a very ſtrong ad- 
vocate for a perpetual ſettlement being im- 
mediately declared, without waiting for fur- 
ther information; conceiving that the mate- 
rials, collected before they had formed the 
decennial ſettlement, were fully ſufficient; 
b = Mr. 


* 


£3 


Mr. Snoxr, on the contrary, was for poſt- 


poning the perpetual ſettlement to a more 


diſtant period, thereby taking the advantage 


of ſome yeats experience and reflection. 


Much diſcuſſion took place, but without any 
heat or ill-humour; Lord CoxNWALLIs 


ſtrongly recommended to the Directors, the 


immediate adoption of his own plan, and 


Mr. Sort on this point, of whom he ſpoke 


in the higheſt terms. The Board of Con- 


troul have now coincided in opinion with 


Lord ConnwALLs ; and they have ap- 
pointed Mr. Shox E to carry into exccution 
the plan for fixing for ever the rents; that 


ſhall be paid for the lands in Bengal, thereby 


adhering to the determination which they 


had formed in 1786. Such we believe to be 


the exact ſtate of the buſineſs ; independent 
of this point, there has been no difference 
of opinion between Lord CoxnwaALt1s and 
Mr. Snort ; nor did this interrupt, for a 


moment, the harmoriy that ſubſiſted between 


them. 
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EW. 2. 

To thofe who are. acquainted with Bengal, 

it is well known, that there are ſcarcely two 
gentlemen in the ſervice, who exactly agree, 
either as to the rights of Zemindars, the 
quantum of revenue which the country ought 
to pay, or as to the beſt period for which he 
land ſhould be leaſed, for the mutual advantage 
of the natives and the Company; 
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No. 2. n TER 1. 
Morning C branicle, the 12th October, 1792. 


ro THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
six JOHN SHORE, Bax. 
. | | * 
_& Til 8 aſcertain the number of villages in Os 
* Zemindary, they continue in ignorance : till they limit demand, 
« property is nominal: tl they arrange gunge duties, com 


« merce is inſecure : till they annul the extortion of muls by | 
« Proprietors, every ſubject is unprotected.” 


16. 
You are upon the point of departure, for 


the third time, to Bengal, in order to govern, | 
Bz with 


ST... 
with deſpotic powers, fifteen millions, & at 
the ſmalleſt computation, of the natives of 
India; over the loweſt claſs of whom, eſpe- 


cially, from the evidence of your own words 


above recited, there exiſted, when you laſt 
left the country, every ſpecies of oppreſſion. 


We have been lately told, through the 
channel of this paper, that you have con- 


ſented to enforce the plan of a perpetual ſet- 
tlement of the public revenues with the Ze- 
mindars of Bengal, upon the footing recom- 


mended by_your predeceſſor, and adopted, as 


we were pofitively told laſt ſeſſion, by the 


Board of Controul : permit, then, your at- 


tention to be arreſted for a moment, in exa- 
mining this new ſyſtem upon your own wiſe 
and incontrovertible principles. Your can- 
dour will not miſtake the motives of this 


addreſs. Your public conduct muſt now, 


more than ever, be intended to carry with it 
its own juſtification, You never can have 


been 


* Vide Rouſe p. 140. | 
+ This appears to be a miſtake, vide Letter 2, in which the 
error is acknowledged, | | 
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with deſpotic powers, - fifteen millions,“ at 
the ſmalleſt computation, of the natives of 
India ; over the loweſt claſs of whom, eſpe- 
cially, from the evidence of your own words 
above recited, there exiſted, when you laſt 
left the country, every ſpecies of oppreſſion. 


We have been lately told, through the 
channel of this paper, that you have con- 
ſented to enforce the plan of a perpetual ſet- 
tlement of the public revenues with the Ze- 
mindars of Bengal, upon the footing recom- 
mended by your predeceſſor, and adopted, as 
we were pofitively told laſt ſeſſion, by the 
Board of Controul : permit, then, your at- 
tention to be arreſted for a moment, in exa- 
mining this new ſyſtem upon your own wile 
and incontrovertible principles. Your can- 
dour will not miſtake the 'motives of this 
addreſs. Your public conduct muſt now, 
more than ever, be intended to carry with it 
its own juſtification. Vou never can have 


1 been 


* Vide Rouſe p. 140. | 
+ This appears to be a miſtake, vide Letter 2, in which the 
error is acknowledged, „ 
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been induced a ſecond time to quit the 


humbler bleſſings of the life you love,” for 


perilous. diſtinction and laborious pre-emi- 


nence, without meaning by ſo great a facri- 
ce to diffuſe that general happineſs and com- 


fort of which you appear fo ſenſible, to all 


under your OP] and EF Protecungs * 


The writer of theſe obſervations, though 


Britiſh born ſubject, was for many years a 


Not, an Izardar, and a Talluckdar of Ben- 
gal: a conſiderable property was embarked 
by him under each of theſe land- tenures; he 


naturally, therefore, endeavoured to diſcover 


the extent of ſecurity which each of them 


conveyed. 8 


You know perfectly well, chat all the pri- 


vate houſes of Europeans and others at Cal- 


cutta, and at Chyringa, a ſuburb out of the 
juriſdiction of the Court of Judicature, have 


been erected upon ground held under Pottahs, 


at fixed quit- rents, which are acknowledged 


to be abſolute freehold property, aſſi gnable 


without permiſſion of the Company, who 


B 4 originally 


— 


(405 


originally were themſelves only Zemindars 
of the diſtrict, holding under the Soubah of 
Bengal. When it became neceſſary, under a 
former government, to collect a ſum of money 
for the eſtabliſhment of a police, this was 
levied, in the Engliſh, order of a pariſh- rate, 
not by calling for any additional quit-rent. 
The ſame form is uſed in the interior parts 
of the country, when Pottahs are granted to 
the native inhabitants, and the ſame rights 
are univerſally admitted to belong to them. 
A regiſter of theſe titles exiſts, as well in 
Calcutta, as in every village throughout the 
provinces, though they are ſtudiouſly kept 
back from the En iglh collectors by the far- 
mers. 


The next in rank, after the ryots, .are the 
Izardars, or renters of each village, whoſe. 
collections are made by inſtalments, both 
from the field cultivators, 'and from thoſe 
other renters, with whom a bundabuſt or an- 
nual agreement has been made, according to 
their reſpective ſtipulations. This, rent is 
ſettled between the Izardar and ryot, 


in 
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in- open court or cutcherry, in the preſence 
of ſuch officers as Government, or the ſupe- 
rior renter may place as checques over the 
Izardar. The whole detail of the inferior 
collections is performed by the agency of this 
laſt character, as Leſſee of the Talluckdar, or 
Zemindar ; and in proportion to the extent 
of country held by either of them, more or 
fewer of theſe intermediate perſons are em- 
ployed. A Talluckdar reſident, generally 
himſelf collects from each village, by means 
of overſeers, and perhaps attends in perſon to 
the letting the lands, and receiving balances 
of former years. If he be abſent, or the 
lands extenſive, he farms out theſe rents in 
one or more lots to Izardars. The ſame rule 
alſo extends to Zemindarries in proportion 
to their magnitude, under the names of Dhee, 
Ghong, Mouza, Chuckla, Purgunnah, &c. 
but, in all this ſeries, it ſeems to have been 
the conſtant practice, that the Zub-Izardar's 
agreement for contribution to the farmer, is 
founded upon the quit- rents he is authorized to 
collect from the cultruators and accupiers of each 
Jpot of ground held under his leaſe: that of 


the 


| 


(- 16.9: 

the farmer to the next above him, and fo in 
gradual progreſſion to the Zemindar, &c.' 
until it reach the Kalſa or public treaſury : 
and the reaſon of it is this; that the revenues 
and profits of each depend upon the extent 
of land in occupation, all of which is intended 
by this' method to be accounted for to Govern- 
ment. With great deference to higher autho- 
rities, this ſeems to have been the ſyſtem of 
the Eaſt for time immemorial, and the prin- 
ciple upon which temporary leaſes only have 
been given to the great renters by the ſupe- 
rior authority, both under the independent 
Nabobs, and ſince our acquiſition of the Pro- 
vinces; and which, moreover, will be the 
practice of the Zemindars hereafter, if ad- 
mitted to an abſolute property of the lands 
they hold. / It no where yet appears neceſ- 
fary, that Government ſhould have aban- 
doned this right to a progreflive increaſe of 
Revenue, in proportion to improved culture, 
eſpecially prior to a minute inveſtigatim, which 
it is admitted has not yet taken place; ſtill 
leſs ought this meaſure to be adopted, before 
the rights of every individual claimant to 

| landed 
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landed property (who muſt under any regu- 
lation continue in ſome meaſure * dependent 
upon, or under the influence of the Zemin- 
dar) has been clearly determined nay more, 
each diſtinct privilege ought to be recited in 


his grant, conſtituting and clearly defining 


the extent of his authorities, meant to be 
exerciſed under this future hereditary title. 
„If each village and the number of 'acces it 

contains, is & intended to be aſcertained, 


which the preſent village- records ought to 
exhibit, ſurely, the ſame account might, if 
it does not, particularize the names of each 


tenant, with the actual rents he is bound to 
pay: nothing then would be eaſier, than for 
each Collector to obtain a correct dupli- 


cate of ſuch re iſters, and abſtracts of the . 


diviſions and ſubdivifions of his Province: — 


As ſoon as it ſhall be known, that ſuch a 


checque exiſts in his poſſeſſion, every native 
would find it in his power- to appeal to it in 
ma 5 Wo "No. the 


. See extract from Wright 8 ou of Tenures i in Eng. quoted 
by Rouſe, p. 89. 


$ Law, 79.—*It were endleſs and expenſive to ere every 


village.“ 


(28) 


ſupport of his juſt privileges ; the inveſtiga- 
tion of which would, by degrees, correct all 
the frauds of all the ſubordinate officers of 
the Revenue, and thus deſtroy this one great 
ſource of oppreſſion. If after proper notice, 
no titles ſhould be conſidered valid which had 


not been regiſtered, Government would by 
that time have obtained all the-informatian to 
be wiſhed for, without coerfion or expence, 
as to the actual groſs land-tax paid in each 
diſtrict by the people; have acquired the power 
of relieving their burthens, where requiſite ; 
and have known" what proportion the ſum 
collected, bears to that u into the Kala. or 
Exchequer. | a 


Mr. Law ſtates © the farmitg- em to 

« have been the ruin of Bengal. '” Unleſs 
ſomething/ like the above enquiry, ſhall have 
previouſly taken place, the number of vil- 
t lages aſcertained, demand of rent limited, the 
extortion of mulcts by proprietors annulled,” — 
all the miſchiefs of this very ſyſtem muſt 
continue ;—the Zemindars will farm their 
newly 
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( 13 ) 
newly acquired freeholds to great renters, ar 
they to others, all of whoſe undefined emo- 


luments will be © extorted from the people, | 


as s heretofore. 55 


| — need not be ſtaggered at 
the time and labour this inveſtigation will 


require, which” is much leſs conſiderable 


than has been imagined : even the Zerniti- 
dats themſelves may be induced to accelerate 


its completion, 5y making the meaſure an indiſ- 


penfible prelude to the reſtoration of their aſſerted 
titles to future permanent juriſdittion. Tt was 
effected by the Company's Collector in the 
Calcutta Purgunnahs; and Mr. Franklin's 
Jummabundy is appealed to with reverenee 
to this day. The preſent Collectors, when 
jup ported in'earneft by their fiperiors, will feel 
themſelves fully equal to the taſk ; and c“ 


in becoming the inſtruments of ſo upright and 


humane a regulation. If now omitted, the 
negle& will be an indelible reproach upon the 


Britiſh name ; and, as heretofore, implicate 


the character of every Collector, who ſhall 
hereafter be employed. And this is the more 
obviouſly neceſſary; fince you cannot but know, 
that this inyeſtigation will be immediately 

ſet 


114 / ile { 
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ſet on foot by every intelligent Zemindar, for 
his own benefit, the moment his permanent 
title ſhall receive the fiat of Government, 


Why Government has remained ſo long in 
ignorance, as not even to know the number * 
& of villages which their provinces contain, 
OA require no information.——The want of 
theſe lights has deprived it of the beſt and 
only effectual means of protecting the induſ- 
trious poor againſt the harpies of greedy tax- 
gatherers. — not officers of Government, 
but the delegates of a delegated, and, of 
courſe, a dependent authority: whereas the 
eſtabliſhment of landed property in the pea- 
ſant or cultivator, Mr. Grant obſerves, muſt 
< unite the advantages of deſpotic Govern- 
© ment” (if it nuit be deſpotic) © with all 
© the eaſe, freedom and ſecurity of an indi- 
4 ' vidual, in moſt republican ſtates.” 


\ 


It has been more than ſuſpected, that the 
rent collected from the inhabitants of our 
provinces, is too heavy a burthen upon the 


produce 


* Law, p. 135.1 
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CW 4 
produce of agriculture. ,It is not, that the 
government receives more than its ſhare ; for, 
in that caſe, the farmers would; have refuſed 
payment of the rents eſtabliſhed for ſeveral 
years paſt, or have become bankrupts : It is, 
that an undue proportion is collected from the 
tillers of the ſoul ; to alleviate their diſtreſs, a 
Mokurrery, or fixed tent, ſhould in the firſt 
inſtance be granted to them: this appears the 
only effectual method, and would completely 
anſwer the purpoſe, though eſtabliſhed on the 
preſent rates ; while, inſtead of diminiſhing; 
it would augment the nett revenues of govern- 
ment. By exacting a moderate quit-rent from 
the cultivator of the ſoil, government leaves 
him a ſtrong inducement to improve and en- 
creaſe the produce of it for his own advant- 
age. It moreover, ſupports his immediate 
dependence upon the ſovereign and his laws: 
whereas, by a Mokurrery, or fixed rent, with 
the Zemindars only, without a previous de- 
finition of their authorities, government not 
only abandons the principle upon which the 
revenues have been long eſtabliſhed, of con- 
ſidering them 1 in the light of receivers of the 
land- 


14. 


* Ayema, or charity lands, are exempted from 


a Mokurrery Pottah under a Bramin or Mon- 


lavy, is ſtrictly bound to pay him no more 
than a ſtipulated rent. It is the land- tax 


( is ) 
land- tax, entitled ſolely to advantages in pro- 
portion to the grantum of tribute ariſing from 


occupied lands, © expreſsly obliged to ſtate 


% a account for all additional cultivation,” 


and, as your friend Mr. Rovswdhas ac 
| knowledged, * liable at any period, tor Bu 


« rraſem affigned, to hcal valuation and ref 
« aſſeſſment.” I It alſo abandons every right 
to increaſe of revenue from increaſed popu- 
lation, or additional induſtry ; and to that of 
calling for contributions in time of war, or of 
local calamity in wy other Pon of the coun- 
try. * 


It is admitted, that the Tallookdar is free- 
holder, ſubje& only to payment of the land- 
tax originally aſſeſſed upon his ground: the 


this acknowledgment : but the Ryot holding 


otily 
t Page 85. 
4 This latter clauſe is provided for in the caboollat, p. 4 
of Laws Reſources. 


. 
1 


«a 


. 
only for chat particular ſpot, which has been 


granted for the ſupport of religion, not the 
land. Theſe religious endowments, the ten- 


| ure held moſt facred, when made by indivi- 


duals, have never occaſioned any diminution 
of the public revenue; they were taken out 
of the profits or poundage of the perſon alie- 


nating, out of his profits as a collector-not 


out of the revenues of the ſtate. As the 


Bramin ſubſiſted upon the quit- rents of his 
"Rae ſo the Zemindar ſupported his houſe- 


old out of the allowance upon the collections 
allotted to his care. The Ryot and the 
Sovereign were the only real Proprietors of 
« the ſoil.” No one argument which has 
been advanced in favour of the Zemindar's 
claim to hereditary property in the lands, can 
be miſapplied to the reſtoration of the Ryot's * 
title, under a Pottah, to permanent poſſeſſion : 
no other agreement ſhould be conſidered va- 
lid. Were this rule uniformly eſtabliſhed, 


the Ryot would readily contra& upon equit- | 


able terms, to cultivate an n increaſed quantity 


C Ae 20 blog 


= nee e tein ne thoſe of 
the country, and would elſe be holding their poſſeſſions upon an 
arditrary ground rent, which is not the caſe. See back p. 7. 


(© 


of land, when he knew that all ſurplus. pro- 
duct beyond; his eſtabliſhed rent, ſhould re- 
main to himſelf and family. At preſent, a 
man af this claſs of ſociety has no idea of any 
property attaching to himſelf. He ſlaves for 
the benefit of others, liſtleſs and ſupine, with- 
aut hope of improving his condition, or pro- 
viding for age or infirmity. He labours, be- 
cauſe he muſt either eat or ſtarve : but, if he 
attempt to improve the value of his cultivation, 
by a change of produce, or better manage- 
ment, the native * Izardar inſtantly aſſeſſes him 
to the full amount af the ſurplus production. 


This oppreſſion can only be removed, 
by eſtabliſhing one fixed rule for the 
rent of the Begah in every diſtrict. If taken 


at the medium aſſeſſment of ten years back/ 


which the Paatwary book will exhibit, of ſo 
much for ploughed: and ſo much for paſture 
hand, and every Ryot were allowed to take a 

Pottah for What he had the means of em- 
ploying, the groſs collections of all in hand 
would be aſcertained; and the waſte or un- 
ocoupied ſpots: might be granted to the Ze- 


Francis, p. 54. 
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mindar, at an equitable fixed quit-rent, or be 
ſold to thoſe who would give the beſt price 
for them. This would be the direct method 
of improving the country, and of reviving in- 
duſtry in every part of it. Univerſal inde- 
pendence would give birth to univerſal ener- 
gy and emulation. Talents and induſtry, un- 
ſhackled by oppreſſion, would endow . the 
proprietors of them with a laudable ambition, 
and inveſt them with riches and diſtinction: 
the induſtrious Ryot might then have a glimpſe 
of hope to poſſeſs ſome day or other the Havily 
of his indolent or ſpendthrift Chowdry; the 
Weaver to become Duloll; every man would 
enjoy the comforts he acquired, and be ſtimu- 
lated to acquiſitions by the confidence of 
- enjoying them unmoleſted for the future. 


On the contrary, by granting a perma- 
nent tenure of the whole country to the 

| Zemindars, a great and formidable bar- 
rier, as. before obſerved, will be eſtabliſhed 
between government and the people ; a bra- 
zen ſſlield to cover oppreſſion, and to fortify 
abuſes againſt local inveſtigation ; the people 
will, as heretofore, _ conſider it a matter of 
VS --. total 


( 20 } 
total indifference, whether they continue 
ruled by the Britiſh, or any other foreign 
power; none of the bleſſings of our conſtitu- 
tion can they ever hear of, much leſs enjoy; 
the country will again fall into the hands of 
a voracious junto of the natives, from whom 
| humanity calls upon you to reſcue them; 
and our government of it conſiſt merely in 
ſucking the revenues, for ſupport of expen- 
five eſtabliſhments and a conſtant drain of 
produce and manufacture: the Zemindars 
will continue to make good their rents, which 
are payable in large ſums, no longer than 
while the country is protected from invaſion, 
and withhold them at the firſt moment of 
danger or alarm :_this claſs of men will be 
again raiſed to power and ſplendour, at the 
expence of the great maſs of the people : 
& Government will continue in ignorance of 5 
« the number of villages in each zemimgary : 
the property of his claſs of natives be ſtill 
* nominal, becauſe the demands of them are 
% unlimited; and every ſubject be unpro- 
« tected, becauſe the extortionate mulcts 
« by great proprietors of the land, which 
** have uniformly exiſted to this day by conni- 


** Vance, 
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„ vyvance, Will thereby receive the ſanction of 


« the Britiſh Cee . 


In Mort, without this efſential meaſure of 
% fixing univerſally individual property 
4 throughout our India poſſeſſions, we ſhall 


body of the natives; and of courſe hold our 


*\ dominion over them, not by opinion, the 
ſtrongeſt of all fetters, but by the preca- 


* rious tenure of military force. 
Such, Sir, is the melancholy proſpect, 
which preſents itſelf as the inevitable con- 


ſequence of the meaſure you are ſaid to have 


undertaken. The abruptneſs with which you 
have been called to take this important charge 
upon you, and the hurry. of preparation for 
your intended departure, may have been the 
means of preventing thoſe reflections occur- 
ring to yourſelf, which are here ſubmitted 


to your ſerious conſideration. If you have 


been ſurpriſed into the adoption of a plan you 
once diſapproved: if the modeſty of your 
merit has ſuffered itſelf to be ſo far over- 


C 3 truleqd, 


retain no perſonal influence over the great 


— AA 


— — * —— — 3 4 — 
— 2 = = 
— "Cc 
_ — +a —e — wy * * = 
— * — — - - - a 
ww - — 
= . --.-Y = = l - > = - . 
\ - - * = — _ * on - 4 — - I, 4 =y — Ss - 4 — — — —— — — — — 8 
= *# - « * —— 25 2 Ld — — a * — — — —  - A - 
| 2 RX — 2 2 | 
= k \ p 
| - — 1 — - 4 „ - . * 2 - — - Py <p -_ - o 
by _—_— = - _ — — Fay: 1 * 2 - CS © - - — 99233 —— — = — — — — — — 4 o- - = a - 
_ \ - - 0 8 — — 5 2 — — * — * PR K 0 — — — — — = - — — — 
= —_ — — ww MA - - - — — —— * Aa. . — — 3 = wy — 8 — - _ -- o — — — _ 
E b —— — — — — — Y . — — * ” 
a = mY — — 2 — 5 — = \ _=— — <- — = * 2 _ — Py * 
* " * 8 — — — - 
— — . = * — 
- — — % 
Py % 
5 * c 
* 
* . 4 
. 
. 
” 


— — — 


— 
— — — — 3 — 


| 


— OC CI 


_—— 


a 


ruled, as to give up its own conviction, in a 
point of ſuch magnitude ; you have ſtill time 
to rectify the error. Government itſelf, when 
it hears you confirm theſe truths,” ſo long no- 
torious to all but themſelves, though perhaps 
they may deſpiſe the information of an ob- 
ſcure individual, will feel grateful to you for 
ſetting them right; but, if on the contrary, 


you are not yet abſolutely pledged to ſupport 


fo corrupt a ſyſtem, you will doubtleſs feel 
the neceſſity of contradicting a calumny, 
which not merely alarms your ſincere friends 
for the dignity of your character, but fills 
every thinking mind with anxiety and ap- 


3 


In this addreſs, the writer has endeavoured 
to preſerve, both the reſpect due to your 
public ſtation, and the eſteem. which your 
private virtues inſpire—he hopes the im- 
portance of the ſubject will ſufficiently juſ- 
tify his appeal to thoſe virtues, from a real 
well-wiſher to your fame, and to the happi- 
neſs of the human ſpecies. 


GURREEB Doss. 
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ruled, as to give up its own conviction, in a 
point of ſuch magnitude; you have ſtill time 
to rectify the error. Government itſelf, when 
it hears you confirm theſe truths, ſo long no- 
torious to all but themſelves, though perhaps 
they may deſpiſe the information of an ob- 
ſcure individual, will feel grateful ta you for 
ſetting them right; but, if on the contrary, 
you are not yet abſolutely pledged to ſupport 
ſo corrupt a ſyſtem, you will doubtleſs feel 
the neceſſity of contradicting a calumny, 
which not merely alarms your ſincere friends 
for the dignity of your character, but fills 
every thinking mind with anxiety and * 
* Ly | 
In this addreſs, the writer has endeavoured 
to preſerve, both the reſpe& due to your 
public ſtation, and the eſteem. which your 
private virtues inſpire—he hopes the im- 
portance of the ſubje& will ſufficiently juſ- 
tify his appeal to thoſe virtues, ' from a real 
well-wiſher to your fame, and to the happi- 
neſs of the human ſpecies. 


GURREEB Doss. 
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GuxxEREB Doss, in your paper of yeſter- 
day, begins with a quotation, which he attri- 
butes to Sir JOHN SHORE, whereas it is in 
Mr. Law's Anſwer to that Gentleman's 
Letter. | 


GURREED Doss acknowledges, that 


Till Government aſoertaim the number of 
* villages, they continue in ignorance ; till 
* they limit demand, property is nominal; till 
* they arrange Gunge Duties, commerce is 
. * inſecure ; till they annul the extortion of 
“ mulcts by proprietors, wy ſubject is un- 
protected. | 


If * will read the Mocurrery Plan, entitled, 
Rifing Reſources of India, he will find all this 
C 4 effected 


( 24 ) 
effected in perpetuity—the Government have 
now adopted it. . 


When GuRREEB Doss does not reaſon 
upon falſe premiſes, and quotes fairly, he will 
find arguments combated by arguments. 
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The following intemperate Letter would, on that 
account, and for its perſonality have been 
omitted; if it had not alſo contained a peremp- - 
tory call for the proofs which are adduced in 
the next two of Gurreeb Doſs, who truſts to 
the public Sentiments upon Lord Cormwallis's 
conduct, as the only Refutation neceſſary of 
that Part of it; and with regard to the Aſper - 
Fons on the Civil Service, he muſt confider them 
as equally undeſerving a Reply. Anglus has 
totally miſtaken the purport of theſe Letters, 
which is literally as profeſſed, a feeble attempt 
to improve the fituation of the Natives of 
Bengal, without throwing , out infinuations 
againſt preſent or former Adminiſtrations.  . 


Morning Chronicle, 16 October, 1792. 
TO. GURREEB DOSS. 


« Till Government er the number of villages in each 
„ zemindary, they continue in ignorance ; till they limit de- 
© mand, property is nominal; till they arrange gunge duties, 
* commerce is inſecure ; till they annul the extortion of mul#s 
% by Proprietors, every ſubject is unprotected.” 


I am one among many readers of this paper 
who feel myſelf at a loſs, whether to conſider 
| | \ the 


( 26 ) 
the letter it contained on Friday, under your 
fignature, to Sir Joux SKoRE, as intending 
to convey an ironical compliment, or a ſerious 
admonition : But as you have thought proper 
to lay before the public a ſtatement of the 
interior collections of our provinces, in I ndia, 
indicating the natives of that country 70 be ſtill 
labouring under the moft cruel oppreſſion, which 
conveys the moſt ſevere reflection upon the 
Britiſh Government of that country, who, 
from the opinion which you quote, could not 
poſſibly be ignorant of the tyranny and ex- 
tortion which exiſted, and who, at this very 
moment, ſeem to be taking no pains whatſo- 
ever to alleviate its diftreſs, but, on the con- 
trary, with the ſanction of the Board of Con- 
troul, to legalize and perpetuate all zts hor- 
rors, the public will not be contented with 
the mere © I ſay of an irreſponſible advo- 
cate, without calling for proper ſupport of 
thoſe facts he has fo publicly brought for- 
ward. You ſay to Sir Jon SyoRe, © why 
„Government has remained ſo long in ig- 
* norance, as not even to know the number of 
7 villages which their provinces contain, you 
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« require no information.” Sir Joun SHoRR, 
no longer preſent to attend to your call, if 
you are acquainted with thoſe reaſons, as we 
are led to believe both you and he are, it is 
now become your duty to declare them, or 
you implicate your modeſt, virtuous friend, 
in all the iniquity you ſo warmly reprobate. 
The records of the interior collections of 
revenue you ſtate to have been withbeld from 
the Britiſh reſidents. You affert, from Sir 
Jonx SnoRE's own authority, that even the 
ah tract of each diftrif# has not been correctiy 
formed ! Is it poſſible! Can you expect to 
receive credit for ſuch aſſertions, unſupported 
by further proofs ? & Is it ts be believed that 
the Eaſt-India Company have been thirty- 
five years in ſovereign poſſeſſion of Bengal, 
without having analyzed its whole ſyſtem, 
and made itſelf maſter of all the details of 
public duty,” and have remained in ignorance 
of the moſt minute ſources of public revenue, 
after all the panegyrics which have been 
paſſed upon the induſtry and abilities of the 

| mY | Company's 


* Reſer to p. 42, of Thoughts on the Expedience of permanent 
Leaſes,—Stockdale 1792. | 


( 28 ) 


Company' 8 FR and their general know 
ledge of the language and cuſtoms of the 
country? Is it poſlible, that gentlemen of in- 
telligence and education ſhall | have paſſed 
their time for a ſeries of years in the interior 
parts of the country, ſequeſtered from all in- 
tercourſe with Europeans, and apparently 
poſſeſſed of power and authority competent 
to every purpoſe of inveſtigation ; that theſe 
Gentlemen ſhould ſo far have neglected their 
duty, as not to have made themſelves ac- 
quainted with thoſe very reſources which 
they were expreſsly delegated to realize, and 
into which they muſt. have been in the daily 
habit of acquiring inſight every time they 
fat in the public Court or Cutcherry, to de- 
cide upon matters of right, or inveſtigate the 
Ryot's complaints? Or, were theſe Gentle- 
men ſo /oft in indolence and pleaſure as never to 
hear complaints, or the Ryots ſo wholly aban- 
doned to a marauding junto of natives, as to 
be obliged to ſuppreſs them through fear ? 
You fay alſo, that the preſent collectors, 
« when ſupported i m earneſt by their ſuperiors, 
will feel themſelves fully Ou to the taſk 

«of 
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« of inveſtigation, and exult in becoming the 
« inſtruments of an upright and humane regu- 
lation, which if now omitted, the neglect 

«© will be an indelible reproach upon the 
«, Britiſh name, and, as heretofore, implicate 
« the character of every collector who ſhall 
« hereafter be employed; and, that without 
this previous inveſtigation, © by granting a 
« permanent tenure of the whole country to 
the zemindars, a great and formidable bar- 
« rier will be eſtabliſhed between the Go- 
vernment and the people, a brazen ſhield 
e to cover oppreſſion, and to fortify abuſes 
« againſt local inveſtigation : the people will, 
% as heretofore, conſider it a matter of total in- 
difference, whether they continue tobe ruled 
“ by the Britiſh or any other foreign power; 
none of the bleſſings of our Conſtitution 
can they ever hear of, much leſs enjoy: 
* the country will again fall into the hands 
of a voracious junto of the natives, from 
«* whom humanity demands a reſcue, and our 
« government of it conſiſt merely in ſucking 
* the revenues for ſupport of expenſive eſta- 
" bliſhments.” From hence I conclude, you 
| mean 
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(39) 
mean it ſhall be underſtood, that the preſent 
collectors are not ſupported © in, earneſt” by 
their ſuperiors, and therefore do not feel them- 
ſelves equal to the taſk, but wait, as a great 
happineſs, to become the inſtruments of upright 
and humane regulations, the negle& of which 
not only has, but for ever will ſtamp reproach 
upon the Britiſh name in general, as heretofore 
it has, and hereafter will implicate the cha- 
racter of every individual repreſentative em- 
ployed in the adminiſtration of its revenues, 
and that we cannot account for this ſtigma 
upon the national character by any other 
means than that the country heretofore has 
been, and, if the preſent projected zemin- 
dary ſyſtem of legalizing deſpotiſm and ex- 
tortion be adopted, muſt again fall into the 
hands of that voracious junto of natives, from 
which * humanity” requires an immediate 
reſcue. 1 a 


Now I infer, and I call upon you to ſet 
me right if I miſtake, that the Britiſh repre- 
ſentatives in the interior parts of the country 
have been negligent — have been indolent ; not 

that 
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that they were inclined ſo to be, but that, had 
they done their duty in repreſſing and puniſh- 
ing oppreſſion, 1 in exerciſing acts of humanity 
and juſtice ; in oppoſing this voracious junto 
of natives, they would not have been ſeriouſly 
ſupported by their ſuperiors, and that their 
groſs inattention to the complaints of the 
people, their indolence, neglect, and con- 
nivance at the corrupt ſyſtem you attempt to 
expoſe, was nothing more or leſs than a tri- 
bute of complacency cuſtomarily expected as 
the gratuitous return to their ſuperiors for 

the ſtations they reſpectively held, or the 
dread of loſing the humble bread they derived 
from their ſeveral appointments. GukxREEB 
Doss, you more than aſtoniſh me! How 
can theſe things be? Have we not had this 
country ruled by able and incorrupt men, 
ſuch as HAsTINGS, CLAVERING, BaR- 
WELL, FRANCIS, MACPHERSON,and CoRN- 
WALLIS, and, now, is not your friend, Sir 
Joun SHoRE, about to aſſume this tremen- 
dous charge, in order that the virtues of 
Cornwallis may reſt from their labours, each 
with a. princely ſtipend, expreſsly calculated 


to 
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T7 © 
to fortify them againſt temptation, and not- 
withſtanding we continue in ignorance of the 


actual value of our reſources, and unhappy 
India is ſtill groaning under a regular ſyſtem 


of corruption, fraud, and impoſition ? Shall 


theſe ideas gain credit, while blended with 


the dignity of ſuch characters, as have been, 


and ſtill are entruſted with theſe poſſeſſions? 


 GuRREEB Doss, I once had a ſon in the 


Eaſt; and I ſhould feel a participation of the 
odium, which your letter to Sir JOHN SHORE 
has indifcriminately thrown on the' whole ſer- 
vice, did I not ſee the names before mention- 


ed, with whom all reſponſibility reſted, but 


whole integrity and long ſervices ſhould, I 
hope will, prove a protecting ſhield more 
formidable than your bold” affertions. Shall 


you tell us too, in the words you reverberate 


to Sir JOHN SHORE, that we do not yet know 


the number of villages in our provinces ; — that 
we have not limited the demand upon individuals; 
that we have not diſcountenanced the extortion of 
mulcs, and that, conſequently, every ſubject ts 
unprotected, and with the very authority of 
that record in your hand, appeal to Sir Jon 

SuoRE 
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SKORE for the truth thereof, in the very face 
of a great and important truſt conferred upon 
and on all ſides ſupported by an inveſtiture of 
the moſt arbitrary and unconſtitutienal powers, 
at which every friend of mankind muſt bluſh 
with ſhame, and this too declaredly with a 
view to render that truſt ectual, and the 
whole conſolidated for the ſpecial purpoſe of 
perpetuating a ſyſtem the moſt deſpotic, the 
moſt corrupt, the moſt flagitious, and the 
moſt inimical to the cauſe of humanity ! ! ! 
= GuRREEB Doss,—theſe are paradoxes that 
demand explanation, and the public call is 
upon you. If you have any diſcoveries to 
make, to convince the people of this country 
that, here, they have been living under a 
grinding ſyſtem of taxation, while in India 
thoſe ſurplus reſources, which ought to have 
relieved them, and repaid their expence of 
conqueſt, have been wilfully miſappropriated, 
and diverted from the general intereſt of | 
England to the ſupport of a wicked ſyſtem _ 
> SE of 
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(34 ) . 
of Parliamentary controul, or baneful infu- 
ence of Treaſury management, you may rely 
upon their ſupport and protection, and your 
| country's applauſe. Generoſity is the Eng- 
| liſhman's characteriſtic, and virtue the foun- 

= dation of the Britiſh empire ; in the rigid 
ſupport of the one, an individual, however ob- 


ture, will be ſure to meet the certain reward 
of the other. 
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LETTER II. 
Morning Chronicle, October 18th, 1792. 

To A SIATICUS. 3 


Gunners Doss will eee endeavour to 
quote correctly. 


- 


Mr. Law's rifing Refources of India, a 
Page 24, of the Introduction. In vain | 

« have the greateſt ſtateſmen clucidatedexiſt= 

“ing evils—in vain does the terminating | 
charter of the Company afford a favourable 3 


opportunity — in vain has this dignified 
Government viſited India=-in vain has a 


** general Peace concurred for deliberative 
e leiſure, if a ſettlement is to be formed, 
D 2 * qortbout 


c - 
FI es — 1 rt n + haute a Kon ya hh 48 1 


. 8 
« without fimpli 5 ng the preſent complicated 
cc Syſtem,” N | 


Page 99. Queſtion by Mr. Syort.— 
* The Security of the Ryots - Upon a gene- 
< ral principle it may be preſumed, that the 
« ſelf-intereſt of the landholder, will be the 


A beſt ſecurity of the Ryots: that, as his 


s eſtate is ſubje& to forfeiture for arrears, it 
* will of courſe be his immediate intereſt to 
« guard againſt this by good treatment to 
* thoſe, from whoſe labours the value of the 
< eſtate muſt he determined. The plan pro- 
* poſes nothing ſpecific for the ſecurity of the 

* Ryots : but, confidering the impoſition, to which 


*< they have been ſubject, will not ſome be neceſ= | 


« ſary in the commencement ?—The operation 
of this principle, in time, will, doubt 
6 not, be a ſufficient ſecurity, and paring 
* the plan relies upon this.” 


Ibid. Mr. Law 8 Every Begah 
of land cannot be held by the Ryots, at one 
** medium ſtandard.— In ſome extenſive ſte- 

« rile 


„ 


( 99 3 
* rile ſpots, land is of little worth, and in 
erich parts almoſt invaluable. The mocur- 
« rery village, therefore, may be deemed an 
« average aſſeſſment of an extent of ſoil, which 


the proprietor mult allot in the beſt mode 
« for A by | 


Page 100. Mr. Store.—** But the queſ- 
tion is in another ſenſe material—are the 
rents of the Ryots ſo determinate and known, 
« as. to enable the officers of government to 
decide upon their complaints eaſily and ex- 
* peditiouſly * | 

«© By: what ſpecific rule is this certainty 
<« aſcertained ? are any additional rules ne- 
* ceſſary? 


Page 101. Mr. Law (after a quotation 
from Blackſtone) ] underſtand, that origi- 
*“ nally in Bengal, there were /ome fixed aſſeſſ- 
© ments on certain Begahs, or an attempt at 
gan average rate on all cultivation. The 
* Zemindars have exceeded that by various ceſſes ; 


"B43. . „ whilſt, 


( 38 3 

4 whilſt, on the other hand, the tenant 10 
* encroached in limit; thus, additional ground 
. compenſated for over aſſeſſment, viz. the 
1 Ryot, by actual poſſeſſion of five begahs, 
&« is able to pay the heavy rent on three 
% computed Begahs ; fortunately, all attempts 
* to obtain an exact meaſurement have been 
« defeated; for, unleſs the preſent pottahs 
* were lowered in proportion to the reſump- 

« tion of ground, the Ryats muſt bave 

* ſunk, and all ſuffered with them, — Theſe 

e tenures are all copyholds ; and as the vari- 

* ous fines, profits, ſources, &c. in England, 

** were computed and compriſed in a ſpecific 

«© ſum, fo this affil- Jumma, or original rate 

* and Subſequent ceſſes, may be united, and 

** form one rent upon the quantity of land, 

aj * variably held by the tenant.” Page 104, 

in continuation.) © Exclufive of the law to 

«« preſerve copyhold Ryots, I would recom- 

* mend a regulation exempting Ryots, who 

lived upon particular ſpots, from any im- 

*« 'poſition of houſe or garden rent, if not be- 

60 fore paid; and from all increaſe upon the 

| | | —_ pittanes, 


(39 ) 


« pittance, which may have been taken here- 
© tofore—for obſervations reſ pecting Ryot' 8 
engagements, vide my letter in 2 Appen- 


„ x I. 


« It were an endleſs and ſuperfluous la- 
* bour, to attempt aſcertaining the rights of 
* every under Ryot in the numerous pergun- 
e nahs, and were after all liable to error. If 


* any under-tenants hold by preſcriptive 


cc title, the ſeveral courts muſt ſecure them 
« therein, if invaded; the intereſt, however, 


« of Macurrydars, will generally induce them 
to conciliate by donation, rather than ali 


« nate by extortion; perhaps it were a proper 
« law to prohibit under-leales, for leſs than 


& five, or ſeven, or ten . 


In Page 96. Mr. Law. : 9 The Awdalluts 
« will prevent oppreflion ; and as rack-rents 


ing can only drive the Ryots to a neighbour- 


2 D 4 « ing 


This Letter no where appears. 


. 
/ 


. 
ing mocurrery, they will return imme. 
diately upon a —_ of proprietor. ” 


Page 132. Queſtion, (from the Board of 
Revenue !)—* gth, is landed property veſted . 
« excluſively in the Sovereign, or in the Ze- 


= EY and en, ta 


Mr. Eats. % have endeavoured to make 
0 myſelf fully acquainted with this point; 
e and my opinion is, that the Zemindar is 
indiſputable proprietor of the ſoil, and the 
% Ryot but a vaſſal, or peafant.”—* The 
<« pottahs of my plan,” (for whole villages) 
« are but for one year confirmable in perpetu- 
& ity, if e from Great- Britain. mit 


Page 134. The fame Board inquire.— 
„How are we aſſured of having included all 
« the proper territorial ſhare and reſources 
belonging to government? Before property 
* be diſpoſed of, ought not its value to be 
* known f” | 


Anſwer 


1 4¹ 


Anſwer by Mr. Cp as Fe The extent | of 
** this large territory (N arhut Samoy,) fen- 
« ders an accurate knowledge of the value of 
« the lands difficult, and the idea of its at- 
40 tempt muſt poſtpone every ſyſtem, for to- 
_ & qmorrow it is different from to-day—to me 
« jt appears 1 ſufficient, that a purgunnah paid 
leſs under à farmer, and was; notwithſtand= 
in g. in decline "from' the rapacity of Imited 
intereſt in it. If any villages are omitted, 
government will benefit by ſubſequent an- 
e nexation. Te alhtment once formed,” pre- 


wh clades all alteratim ati, oma Fe: 2 
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The above extracts SN . ik 
not all, of the material explanations given by 
Mr. Law, reſpecting the Ryots of Bengal, and 
the protection intended them by the mocur- 
rery plan adopted by Government, which ſhew 
how far Mr. Syorxz's humane inquiry has 
been ſatisfactorily anſwered. If « propoſes. 
% nothing ſpecific for the ſecurity of the 
fe * Kyo,” but abandons, * as an endleſs ſu- 5 

* perfluous 


( 42 ) 
Fe perfluous labour, the attempt to aſcertain _ 
« their rights: leaving this whole claſs of 
the natives (whom Mr. Grant, page 5 of his 
preface to Supplement, deſcribes as ** too 
« paſſive to utter a groan that ſhall be heard”) 
* the aggregate profits of whoſe labours con · 
« ſtitute the wealth of the ſlate,” (Law, 
222), to the expenſive and ruinous proceſs 
of the Awdalluts, for defence of their ** pre- 
« ſcriptive claims; if they ſhall dare to de- 
fend them, in preference to abandoning their 
land and habitations, and abſconding to ano» 
ther mocurrery, whenever their actual maſter 
hall prefer extortion to conelliatary 4 treatment 
of his vaſt. 


A$IATICUS is am; in ſtating the g quo- 
tation he recites to have been Mr. Law's, 

and not Mr. Snorr' s reflection; and it was 
to a plan founded on thoſe principles that the 
latter obſerves, © few objections can be 
made; ſuch, however, as occurred to him 
ſelf, he proceeded to ſtate, rather to aſſiſt 


7 in the perfection of the * than with a 
6e view 


ta 1 


« view to ſupercede it.” In the Gus view 
has Gurreeb Doſs offered his opinion upon the 
fame ſubject : which continues ſtill to be; | 
that without going through with the inveſti- 
gation, the object of the plan and of all rea- 
ſoners upon it — the happineſs of the natives in 
general—can never. be ſecure : without deter- 
mining all the ſpecific rights of the loweſt 
claſs of them, the ſyſtem muſt continue im- 
perfect, and expoſe them to every - ſpecies of 
that oppreſſion, which they are admitted to 
labour under at this day: that the fabric af 
government muſt require perpetual prop and 
reparation, if-not to be taken again to pieces 
and rebuilt, | | | 


The plan, at leaſt the abſtract of it, recited 
by Mr. SHoRE, profeſſes only to deſcend to 
villages which are to be diſpoſed of (p. 85). 
« according to the Zemindar's jumma (ſub- 
ject to reviſion by the Collector) who hitherto 
has always (120) “ over-burthened the in- 

4 ferior proprietors to ſpare himſelf, and make 
„the Riots ſhelter themſelves i in his portion, 


„ with 


* X 8 


tn © 


with a view of purchaſing the talooks 
Nen ruin obliges to ſell. a 


This treatment of the Ryots — 
indeed with the ſentiments of Mr. Robsx as 
to their tenures, who labours- to maintain 
(pages 73 and 76), that * they are in gene- 
ral tenants for a term, not holders i capite, 
nor tenants at all to the Sovereign —with 
* no poſitive right of keeping the lands a- 

« gainſt the will of their immediate ſuperior, 
« who Are the permanent poſſeſſion of the 
property. Whether any continuance of 
vage may have been converted into a right, 
as in the town of Calcutta, he does not poſi- 
tively ſay. And yet in AURENGZEB's fir- 
. maun, tranſlated by himſelf (page 303, 2d 
article), they are called “ the proprietors” of 
land. In article 3, © in caſe of neglect or 
« deſertion, or want of | the - implements of 
* huſbandry, others are ordered to cultivate 
“ on account of the proprietor, and if any 
balance remains, it ſhall be paid to the 
-M proprietor ; ; for the Sovereign here appa- 

rently 
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(' 45. ), 

rently ſpeaks, not. of the Zemindars, but of 
the Ryot or Mozara, to whom only. the imple- 
ments of huſbandry were neceſſary, and for 
whoſe protection the decree was expreſsly 
formed. Again (page 306), If the pros 
« prietor of uncultivated land be known, let 
« them leave it to him, and not fuffer any 
« other to poſſeſs it: if not, give it to one 
« who, cultivating it properly, ſhall be con- 
« ſidered as proprietor.” 


To conclude, if Government, as Mr. Law 
aſſerts (page 39), © with the experience of 
« other nations, and the remarks of former 
“ legiſlators, are free to ſelect the ſimpleſt 
« and ſecureſt ſyſtem, and Government de- 
* termine the rights of Zemindars from the 
« year 1771, without further retroſpection' 
if all the officers of government are removed 
from the villages—* the canongoes and other 
offices of check over the inferior collectors 
are aboliſhed,” without previouſly eſtab- 
lithing ſpecific ſecurity and independance of 
the Ryots on payment in money of a fixed 


and 


(4) 
and perpetual quit-rent, the Zemindar, 
haps, may be exonerated from oppreſſion - by 
his mocurrery pottah, but the labourer, 


huſbandman, and manufacturer, will be more 
than ever expoſed to it. 


o 


x5th October, 1793. | GURREES Doss. 
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No. 6. 


Morning Chronicle, October 23, 1792. 
TO GURREEB DOSS. 


* 


The extenſive provinces of Benares, Bahar, 
and Bengal, being ſettled upon my plan for 
ever, it would be a fource of unhappineſs to 
me if I had reaſon to conclude with you, that 
« the labourers, buſbandmen, and manufattu- 
© rers, were more than ever * to op- 


cc * preſſion.” 22 


The fact is, chat the ſpirit of induſtry is ſo 

excited, and the demand for workmen ſo in- 
creaſed, that the cultivators inſiſt upon higher 
wages and: better terms than formerly. Every 
proprietor is collecting huſbandmen from the 
hills to improve his low lands. A diſpoſi- 
5 DL tion 


4 


{ '( 8} 

tion to fertilize waſte territories renders mail 
of conſequence. Is it not fo in America, 
where vaſt tracts of land require people to 
till them? As for manufacturers, if more 
cotton, opium, tobacco, ſugar, indigo, &c: 
are produced, they muſt increaſe in numbers, 
happineſs and wealth muſt * be 
inferred. 


Upon the old ſyſtem, if a farmer found 
the cultivation diminiſhed, he accelerated its 
decline by levying heavier taxes on' the re- 
mainder ; his immediate profit, and not a lafting 
_ rntereſt, influenced his conduct. But if you 
are ſtill an advocate for the ancient Canongoey 
offices, pray firſt read my minutes, and "after 
that, ſhould you. wiſh their continuance, and 
will ſign your real name, I will fairly argue 
with you the benefits of the old and new 
plan. 


In my opinion , we ſhall ſee inhabitants 
flocking from the remoteſt parts into the 
r s territories, and even without this 
| ET 
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extraneous addition, how ſoon will population 
be doubled in a fertile country, and under a 


benign climate, where the natives become 
parents at the age of twelve years. 


Famine can alone check the proſperity of 
our Aſiatic poſſeſſions, and even that is 
averted, I hope, by the annihilation of the 


farming ſyſtem, which prevented granaries, 
. 


At preſent, the F rench Revolution occupies 


the attention of all Europe, but the day is not 
far diſtant, when, | 


. 


iſt, The fixing a land-tax in perpetuity ; 


J 


* Sec Reſources, page 66, * from whence are future armaments 
« to be ſupplied, unleſs by the riches of native ſubjects ? Should a 
drought happen, where ate the ſtores of grain for ſubſiſtence ? 
neither will eds be raiſed to ſhelter cattle, or barns built to preſerve 
corn whilſt poſſeſſion is precarious, Muſſulmen Sovereigns erected 
immenſe domes to contain the dead remains of pride, whereas 
Mr, Haſtings erefted them to preſerve the future exiſtence of the 
| poor,” >: 


| „ 
2dly, The « of all feudal impoſt- 


tions; 


3dly, The proper diviſion of the territory 
(the broad expanded Ganges even not being a 


boundary before); 


4thly, The appointment of Tehſceldars and 


Cauzys as municipal officers, with the code of 


criminal laws eſtabliſhed by Lord CoRnwAL- 
LIS, &c. &c. in ſhort the Conſtitution (as it is 


juſtly termed) beſtowed without diſturbance 


upon many millions of Aſiatic ſubjects, will, 


by its conſequences, excite the obſervation and 


applauſe of merchants; and I truſt that the 
hiſtorian philoſophers will not join with you 
in accuſation of its author. 


As you introduced my name in your letters, 
I felt it incumbent upon me thus briefly to 
vindicate myſelf, and I ſubjoin an extræct of 
the letter, under date 1736, which, asfavouring 
the Ryots, I referred to in my Riſing Re- 
ſources, and which you require. 


— 


Tromas Law. 
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Here follows the extract alluded to in the 
foregomg letter. 


« Hitherto no rules have been drawn, to 
define the mode of inveſtigating revenue 
diſputes.” 


[Then follow propoſed regulations, which 
have been adopted. After this I recommend 


form for engagements, and then proceed as 
follows e] 


« The following tranſlate of an advertiſe- 
ment has given great confidence, and will be 
attended with beneficial conſequences. 


Notice is hereby given, whereas the 
Ryots complain of the Aumils taking abwaubs 
(ceſſes) over and above their engagements, 
the amount of which are indeterminate, and 
diſputes and references to government ariſe 
therefrom prejudicial to the revenues. And 
whereas the Aumils inſert in their engage- 
ments the words abwaub mamooly, or cuſtomary 
ceſſes, which are not explicit, the Ryots not 
knowing what payments are to be made, 
and fince Government is defirous of protec- 
ting them. f 
© RT “This 
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( 52 ) 
« This is to give notice, that if, from the 
commencement of the year 1193, Fuſſily, any 
Aumil or Zemindar ſhall rent out @ farm to 
any individual whomſoever, he muſt inſert in 
the engagements a ſtatement of the ceſſes, 
and whatever is to be paid in the courſe of 
the year, and the word mamooly, or cuſtomary, 
which is quite vague, mult not ever be in- 
ſerted. Whoever ſhall be found to have 
deviated from this ordinance, will only be 
intitled to the , or revenue, ſpecified, and 
not to any abwaubs or ceſſes. 


« On the 29th of July, 1785, or 29th 
Afar, 1192, Fuflily, it having been fignified by 
Rajah Mitterjeet Sing, that the Tekadars 
(renters) and Ryots, have diſputes about ac- 
counts, in which the latter prove conſiderable 
ſufferers, Notice is hereby given, that the 
Tekadars muſt give to the Ryots a Hnujeet, or 
paper, inſerting the daily payments, with the 
date. If it ſhall hereafter be proved, that a 
Ryot has paid ready money,* and that the 
renter has refuſed to inſert it in the hujeet, 
the ſaid renter ſhall be ſubject to the penn 
of 100 rupees, payable to the Ryot, &c.“ 

No. 7. 


* How if produce ? 
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No. 7. 


For the Morning Chronicle. 


Inſerted the 234. October. 


TO GURREEB DOSS. 


Your quotations are fair, and your obſer- 
vations moderate. Sir C. B. Rous proves that 
the Ryots are merely tenants for a term, and 
not holders in capite. He agrees with Mr. 
Law in deeming the Zemindars proprietors 
of the ſoil. The Company has admitted theſe 
points. If any Ryot holds by a tenure ſimilar 
to our copyhold, the Courts of Juſtice will 
preſerve his tenure, and Government cannot 
interfere in a proprietor's management of his 
eſtate, either in juſtice or policy. 


E 3 Sup- 
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the time is arrived, when both the cultivation 


ſtand, are carrying into effect in the other 


(34-7 
Suppoſing, for arguinent's ſake, that the 


Zemindar was not proprietor of the ſoil, how 
would you collect the revenues? 


Would you declare the Ryot proprietor, or 
the Sovereign ? 


You ſtate, that though the Zemindar is 
exonerated from oppreſſion by Mr. Law's 
plan, that the /z2bourer, huſbandman, and 
manufacturer, will be more than ever expoſed 
to it. I will ſhew how the Committee of 
Warchouſes differ in opinion with you, by 
the following extract from their maſterly re- 
port upon the culture of ſugar. Page 53. 


*© Your Committee flatter themſelves, that 


and commerce of that country are about to 
aſſume a more pleaſing appearance. By the 
regulations which have been lately adopted 
in Bahar, and which your Committee under. 


provinces, the landholder feeling that he has 
a permanent intereſt in the ſoil, and is no 
longer ſubject to the rapacious exactions of a 

; revenue 
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revenue farmer, will be induced to ſtimulate 
the Ryot to exert the utmoſt of his ſkill and 
induſtry in effecting improvements, the fruits 
of which he will now enjoy in ſafety, and 
which the former ſyſtem tended rather to 
diſcourage than excite, At the ſame time, 
the abclition of the Goverment's cuſtoms 
throughout the interior of the provinces, the 
removal of the numberleſs Chokeys ſtationed 
by every petty Zemindar in every diſtrict, 
however inconſiderable, with the more re- 
cent abolition of the Haute Gunge and Bazar 
duties, & as well as thoſe payable at the other 
ſettlements, on the Coaſt of Coromandel and 
Malabar, will give ſuch facility and encourage- 
ment to commerce, as your Committee con- 
ceive will be tlie means of producing in abun- 
dance almoſt every article, for which a demand, 
either foreign or domeſtic, can be found.“ 


As the Court of Directors juſtly obſerve, 
where a new Conſtitution is given to many mil 


Each E 4 lions 


* Mr. Law may enjoy complete ſatisfaction from this ſalu- 
tary meaſure, ſince it has been attended with every poſſible 
good effect. The abolition of duties paid by foreigners is 
found liable to weighty objections. 


1 
lions of their Aftatic ſubjects, feudal extortions 
are ſuppreſſed, which Mr. Law ſtates, in 
page 181, to have raiſed goods, in three days 
Journey, from 100 to 150 per Cent. every 
article muſt come cheaper, and in greater 
abundance to market, and I hope to ſee the 
Committee of Warehouſes' wiſh verified, that 
Great-Britain may become the grand mart for 

ſupplying all Europe with the commodities of 
| the Eaſt. | 


ASIATICUS, 


| | | No, 8. 


5 No. 8. 


For the Morning Chronicle. 


OcToBER 18.—Inſerted the 23d. 


The quotations produced by GURREEB 
Doss in his ſecond letter, will equally reply 
to AnNGLus as to ASIATICUs ; fince they 
exhibit the evidence of Mr. Shore and of the 
Revenue Board, as to the exiſtence of oppreſſion ; 
and an explanation of the new mocurrery 


plan, ſtating the full extent of propoſed in- 
veſtigation and redreſs. 


If further proof be required, it may be 
found in Mr. Law's Riſing Reſources of 
India. , 


That ge oppreſſion has been long apparent, 
is equally notorious. ANGLUS is referred on 
this point, to minutes of Mr. HAasTiNGs in 


the 


(BW. 
the Bengal Revenue Department, dated the 
1ſt and 12th of November, 1776 ;' who, after 
minutely ſtating this fact, earneſtly preſſes on 
the Council, the neceſſity of collecting all the 
materials of information, previous to the adop- 
tion of a plan of Reform. He will find them 
on Conſultations, or in pages 153 to 155, of 
Mr. FRxancis's plan of Settlement.—Debrett 
1782.—With an extract from theſe minutes, 
if the Editor has room, GURREEB Doss 
takes leaves of theſe correſpondents. GuR- 
REEB deſires to expreſs his acknowledgments 
to his friend and name-ſake GuRREEB Doss 
k Au DoosrT, and means to profit by his ad- 


vice of declining © argument upon matters 
of fact.“ * 


GURREEB DOSS, 


P. 8. GuRREEB Doss happened to be out 
of town when he read the Chronicle of the 
firſt inſtant, which prompted the letter to Sir 
Jonx SHoRE, when he quoted from memory. 
The Editor received it ſeveral days before 
Sir John's departure, and it appeared on Fri- 
day morning. | 
Extract 


I be letter here alluded to is omitted. 
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Extract alluded to in the preceding. 
Revenue Department, Nov. 12, 1776. 


GOVERNOR GENERAL. 


P. 153.—< Beſides the immediate buſineſs 
of the propoſed office, I have recommended, 
as a ſecond object of its reſearches, the better 
and more effettual regulation of pottabs for the 

tcurity of the Ryots, in the perpetual and un- 
diſturbed poſſeſſion of their lands, and to guard 
them againſt arbitrary taxations. The words 
perpetual poſſeſſion and their lands, which may 
be mere inaccuracies of expreflion, for they 
were not meant to convey the idea of any 
poſitive or excluſive right of poſſeſſion, have 
been noticed by Mr. Fx Ax CIS as contradic- 
tory to the rights of property, which are 
veſted in the Zemindar. I ſhall not here at- 
tempt to account for the diſtinctions of pro- 
perty, as they are underſtood in this country. 
It is ſufficient for me to obſerve, that while 

the 
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the Ryot pays his rent, the Zemindar has no rich 
to diſpoſſeſs bim; nor can the Zemindar, by 
any legal right, exact a higher rent from him 
than his pottah preſcribes.” 


« Mr. FRANC1s ſeems to ſuppoſe, that there 
is no neceſſity for the interpoſition of Govern- 
ment, between the Zemindar and the Ryot, 
He obſerves, © that if they are left to them- 
ſelves, they will ſoon come to an agreement, 
in which each party will find his advantage, 
This would be a juſt concluſion, if the Ze- 
mindars were capable of diſtinguiſhing what 
was for their advantage.” But it 1s a fad, 
which will with difficulty obtain credit in 
England, though the notoriety will juſtiy 
me in afſertitig it here, that much the greater 
part of the Zemindars, both of Bengal and 
Bahar, are incapable of judging for them- 
ſelves, being either minors or men of weak 
underſtandings, or abſolute idiots *. This 
circumſtance, and the conſequent oppreſſion 
which are exerciſed by thoſe who act for them, 

without 


Accounted for in Thoughts on permanent Leaſes, p. 4% 
Stockdale, 


_— ” 


( 6 ) 
without any intereſt in the proſperity of the 
Zemindary, render it neceſſary to provide for 
the ſecurity of the Ryots by checks and regu- 
lations (so FRAMED, AS TO PRODUCE THEIR 
oWN EFFECT, p. 119.) Itistobe obſerved alſo, 
that there are two kinds of Ryots. The more 
valuable are thoſe who reſide in one fixed ſpot, 
where they have built themſelves ſubſtantial 
houſes, or derived them by inheritance from 
their fathers. Theſe men will /uffer much before 
they abandon their habitations, and, therefore, 
are made to ſuffer much ; but when once forced 
to quit them, they become vagrant Ryots. 
The vagrant Ryots, as Mr. FRAncis ob- 
ſerves, have it in their power, in ſome mea- 
ſure, to make their own terms with the 
Zemindars. They take land at an under rent; 
hold it for. one ſeaſon ; the Zemindar then 
increaſes their rent, or exa&s more from them 
than their agreement; and the Ryots either 
_ deſert, or if they continue, they hold their 
lands at a rent lower than the eſtabliſhed rent 
of the country. Thus the antient and induſ- 
trious tenants are obliged to ſubmit to undue 
exaction, while the vagrant Ryots enjoy lands 
at 


4-81 
at half price ; which operates as an encou- 
ragement to deſertion, and to the depopulation 
of the country. rd i 


% The general ſubject of pottahs, and the 
abuſes and oppreſſions ariſing from the preſent 
uncertainty, and the variety of articles that 
compoſe Ryots accounts, have been often 
matter of juſt complaint ; and, I believe, 
every member of the Board is fatisfied, 
that they require to be reformed. All that 
I now propoſe, is to colle& materials of 
information on this ſubje& to be laid be- 
fore the Board, for their future determina- 
tion, on the moſt effectual means of regu- 
lating the Pottahs. At preſent, I am not 
prepared to propoſe a complete plan, and 
decline giving a premature and partial opi- 
nion, while I am profeſſedly ſeeking for 
the grounds which are to determine it.” 


4 


( 63-) 


No. 9. 
Morning Chronicle, the 34 November, 1792. 


To THOMAS LAW, Eſq: 


— 


Fill Government aſcertain the number of villages in each 
« Zemindary, they continue in ignorance : till they limit demand, 
« property is nominal: till they arrange gunge duties, com- 
© merce is inſecure: til they annul the extortion of mul&s by 
© Proprietors, every ſubje& is unprotected.” 


S.I R, 


As every Author naturally reads his own 
productions when they iſſue from the preſs, 
the fame Chronicle, which conveyed your 
letter to GURREEB Doss, would alſo com- 
municate his further ſentiments on the ſub- 
jet, from which you would learn, that GuR=- 
REEB had very politely taken leave of his 
correſpondents As rA TIcus, ANGLUs, and 
others, 


(I 


others, becauſe he would not argue upon mat. 
ters of fact nevertheleſs, GURREEB parted 
with his correſpondents ſo amicably, that, 
out of the plentitude of his ſtores, he bequeath- 
ed them a monumental token of his firength, 
in a long ſtring of additional fats for their 
private amuſement, until the meeting of Par- 
lament, when the ſtate of India is, very pro- 
perly, once more to become the ſubject of 
their inveſtigation. GURREEB Doss, though 
a ſtranger to the characters of As1ATicus, 
and others, cannot be ſo to Mr. Law ; and 
if GURREEs parted amicably with ſtrangers, 
and has no where ſhewn a diſpoſition to an- 
ger, even amongſt them, you ought not to 
ſuſpe& him of any hoſtile intentions towards 
you. Indeed, you and GURREES are fo per- 
fectly agreed upon the grand point. of your 
propoſed diſcuſſion, that I am perſuaded, you 
have only to underſtand each other, in order to 
ſay with him, I vill not argue upon matters 


cc of fact. 


It was not neceſſary, Sir, on this occaſion, 
to ſend your name to the newſpaper, for the 


purpoſe 
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purpoſe of avowing yourſelf the author of the 
preſent mokurrery plan: on the contrary, it 
was diſtruſting the fair-fame of your Riſing 
% Reſources,” which had already announced 
it to the public, and ſo far obtained attention, 
that they were well ſatisfied; the plan now 
returned to India was founded thereon, and 
your friends, jealouſly tenacious of your rights, 
could not but indignantly conceive the merit 
to be aſſumed elſewhere, which your departure 
from India, with your plan unadopted, if not 
un- encouraged, furniſhed an event vesy con- 
veniently affording the opportunity of fs bare» 
faced a plagiariſm. 


The uſe, then, which GukRETB Doss 
made of your name, muſt, by every one, have 
been underſtood as an high compliment to 
your work, from whence he aſſumed facts 
and avowed data, which, though long familiar 
to them, had now the ſanction of public recep- 
tion under your introduction from the preſs, 
and, therefore, had not to undergo the public 
ſcrutiny, how far they were to be relied on 
as founded in truth, or came in the ſhape of 

F | doubtful 


Fx 


doubtful novelty. But, Sir, to fatisfy you, 
that Gux REER Doss could not poſſibly mean 
« to join in accuſation of you as its author, | 
you may find, from the authorities contained 
in his bountiful legacy to his correſpondents, 
that the principle of this mokurrery plan is 
old and familiar : you may likewiſe learn a- 
mongſt your oriental cotemporaries, that it 
has often been ſuggeſted— and as often been 
diſcouraged and counteratted : and by one care- 
ul peruſal of GuRREEB Doss' letter to 
Sir Jonx Shox, on which your miſtaken 
alarm appears to have ariſen, that, ſo far 
from preventing © a conſtitution being be- 
* ſtowed upon many millions of Afiatic ſub- 
« je&ts, which will, by its conſequences, ex- 
c cite the obſervation and applauſe of mer- 
* chants and hiſtorian philoſophers,” to ſay 
as little as modeſt compariſon will, in this 
place allow me to ſay, GuxrEts Doss will 
not yield to you, or any man living, in de- 
fence of principles that ſhall for ever free 
the labourers, huſbandmen, and manifactur- 
e of the Eaſt from oppreſſion :*' and, in 
ſhort, by ſuch à careful peruſal of his letter, 
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you will find him a moſt zealous advocatk 
for ** the total extinttion of oppreſſion.” His 
writings mean this, or they mean nothing: — 
ſo that it is practice, not principle, upon which 
you are at variance. He contends, that the 
adoption of a mokurrery plan will be unſea- 
ſonable and improper, © without a previous 
* minute inveſtigation, which, it is admitted, 
« has not yet taken place, and until the 
tc rights of every individual claimant to land- 
« ed property has been clearly determined, 
and the extent of authorities under which 
« he is to contribute, clearly defined :” and, 
I cannot think, you will contend, that it 
ought to be adopted, while government 
« are ſo ignorant of their poſſeſſions, that they 
„% know not the number of villages in each 
Zemindary: while demand is ſo unlimited, 
e that property is nominal; and while the 


LA 


* extortion of mulcts by Proprietors is in 4 


* ſuch practice, that every ſubject is un- 
* protected.” 


I fear, Sir, that. you form your judgment 
of our general knowledge of the whole of our 


F 2 territorial 
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territorial poſſeſſions, and, conſequently, their 


competency to receive your plan, from your 
own local knowledge, founded on your own 
critical inveſtigation of the diviſion only of 


Narhut Samoy, committed to your immediate 


juriſdiction : and, in this, you are certainly | 
right, as far as your experience goes. 


Why we are not as familiarly acquainted 
with every part of our oriental poſſeſſions and 
reſources, and why a conſtitution, which 
* will, by its conſequences, excite the obſer- 


vation and applauſe of merchants and hiſ- 


« torian philoſophers,” has been ſo long 
with-held from * many millions of Afiatic ſub- 
« jefts,” cannot fail to excite their animad- 
verſions, murmurs, cenſures, and fulmina- 4 
tions alſo. 15 


What faid your friend Mr. Shox E upon 
this point, juſt before he left India? This 
Gentleman had then been upwards of twenty - 
years in the Company's ſervice, always em- 
ployed in the revenue department and u other, 
and who has lately been nominated Governor- 

1 General 
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General of India, as a reward (as uninformed 
people conclude) for his long ſervices and 
general knowledge, with a view (as they alſo 
_ erroneouſly ſuppoſe) that the Company may 
benefit by his great experience. | 


When your mokurrery plan was under con- 
ſideration, Mr. SHore aſked you theſe im- 
ple W ph ES 


Are the rents of the "FO ſo determinate 
« and #nown, as to enable the officers of - 
«© Government to decide upon their com- 
« plaints ea/ily and expeditiouſly ? By what 
« ſpecific rule is this certainty aſcertained ? 
% and are any additional rules neceſſary ?” 


And I obſerve, theſe were followed by 
many ſimilar queſtions, as replete with ig- 
norance, put to you collectively by the Re- 
venue Board, of which Mr. Sort was pre- 
ſident : for inſtance, ©* how are we aſſured of 
having included all the proper territorial 
ſhare and reſources belonging to Govern- 


7 3 ment? 


( . 


ment? Before property be diſpoſed of, ought 
not its value to be known?“ 1 


I ſhall make no remark, tending to impute 
the deficiencies ſo obviouſly demonſtrated in 
the foregoing queſtions, to the ignorance of 
the Revenue Board, which was profeſſedly 
compoſed of the beſt qualified revenue ſer- 
© vants, or to the defects of our general informa- 
tion as to the real ſtate of the country, or 
both: but, it is clear, that either our know- 
| ledge of the country and its internal reſqurces, 
and of the rights of individuals, which it is 
our firſt duty to protect, inaſmuch as the 
public is but the aggregate of private inte- 
reſts, is criminally imperfect, or the qualifi- 
cations of the Members of the Board ſuper- 
intending the Revenue Department crimi- 
nally deficient, and whether one or the other, 
or both, it clearly manifeſts that the fixed 
principles which you juſtly recommend for 
the relief of oppreſſion and the honour of hu- 
manity, cannot, for the preſent, be adopted 
without forever riſquing, if not inverting, the 
very benefits they are calculated to eſtabliſh. 

| I haye 


- 


2 


. 

7 * |; a . 
I have now to deſire, Sir, that you will 
not miſtake the motive of this anſwer to your 


letter addreſſed to GurREts Doss. You 


cannot but be ſenſible, that it is purely defen- 
five. If you knew GURREEB Doss, you 
would fay with me, this is not a man, who 
will arraign a ſyſtem, which has natural right 
and humanity for its objects: this is a man, 
than whom humanity has not a more faithful 
advocate, and whoſe philanthropy cannot fail 
« to excite the obſervation and applauſe of 

% merchants and hiſtorian philoſophers, who 
mill join him,” in the ſupport of his prin- 
ciples. 


* | X * 


Having ſaid thus much in defence of 
GuRREEB Doss, I ſhall lay before you the 
opinion of a friend, whom I have conſulted 
on this point, the better to enable you to 
judge how far the immediate execution of 
your mokurrery plan militates againſt its ul- 
timate ſucceſs ; and this ] the more readily 
repeat to you, as it fully corroborates your 
own opinion, ** that the farming ſyſtem has 
been the ruin of Bengal.” — His opinion is 
as follows :— 


( 72") 

„That although we have poſſeſſed the 
„% Dewannee of Bengal with Sovereign au- 
* thority near thirty years, and thoſe very 
* valuable territories called the Ceded Lands, 
« made over to us by MEER JAFFiER, much 
„ longer, we are, at this time, comparative- 
« ly ſpeaking, more ignorant of, and more 
« eſtranged from, the true value of their re- 
« ſources, than the very firft year we ac. 
* quired them. Of the Dewannee, I never 
* could find that we had any true records: 
*« of the Ceded Lands we had: but, even of 
the latter, ſcarce a veſtige is now forth- 
* coming, and of the rich Calcutta Purgun- 
© nahs, barely two-thirds of the Mal-Ze- 
„ meen will, at this time, be found unalie- 
* nated from the public contributions of the 
« State.” 


What more can I ſay ? 


) Gvurrexs Doss Kav DoosT, 


It is neceſſary to ſtate, that the above Letter was written and 
publiſhed without the knowledge of, or any communication 
with, Guzztsz Doss. 
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No. 10. 


LE TE. EE 2 


Morning Chronicle, the zd November, 1792. 'M 
To THOMAS LAW, Eſq. 
SIR, | Be 


Your Letter to GurRREEB Doss, in the 
Chronicle of Tueſday laſt, demands attention. 


. You may have perceived, by. the many free 
Huotations made from it, that I muſt have 
read your Ring Reſources of India, previouſly 

| "I : 


( 74 ) 
to addreſſing Sir JOHN SHORE upon the ſub. 
je& particularly treated of in that publica- 
tion. It was in conſequence of my diſap- 
pointment at not finding your plan complete, 
that I took the freedom of appealing to his 
feelings and judgment, in the cauſe of juſtice 
and humanity. Entertaining, as I do, a per- 
ſonal regard for yourſelf, and heartily con- 
curring with the public in applauding your 
zeal and perſeverance, I ſhall be much con- 
cerned to find your feelings affected by the 
obſervations which have occurred to me up- 
on your mokurrery plan. But the cauſe is of 
too much importance to admit of any delicacy 
to individuals, whether private or public men, 
when I conceiye the happineſs of millions of 


our fellow-creatures, and of their poſterity, to 
be at Rake. 


' Your book profeſſedly claims the merit © 
having ſuggeſted to the Government = 
(page 38) „the beſt mode of raiſing a land 
* revenue.” According to my conceptio 
of this term, the be/# mode of drawing | 
revenue from any country, is that which 

enables 


5 

enables the ſubject to pay his aſcertained con- 
tribution with the leaſt poſſible inconveni- 
ence, and Government to colle& it at the 
{ſmalleſt expence, without riſque of delay or 
diſappointment, and with the feweſt interme- 


diate agents between the Exchequer and the 
contributor. 


The greater portion of groſs taxes in all 
countries, is paid by the lower claſs of inha- 
| bitants—by the labourer, huſbandman, and 
manufacturer. In our eaſtern provinces, now 
that inland duties are aboliſhed, the land-tax, 
or quit-rent, is almoſt the only tribute levied 
on the natives. This burthen falls entirely 
upon the two latter, whoſe abje& ſtate has 
hitherto expoſed them (as I think I have 
ſufficiently proved) to every ſpecies of op- 
preflion ; whoſe indiſpenſable application to 
daily labour for obtaining daily bread, renders 
it impoſſible for them to waſte any conſider- 
able part of their time or property, in feazous 
and expenſive attendance upon Courts of Fuſtice, 
and obliges them, therefore, either to ſubmit 
to, or fly from, every exaction and abuſe, ra- 

| | ther 


( 
| 


. 


ful and wealthy oppreſſors. 


vigilance. So important did it appear to 


and by quotations from the Koran, | enjoin- 


e 
ther than contend, ineffectually, againſt power- 


To the protection of this moſt numerous 
and uſeful claſs of ſubjects, it is the firſt duty 
of Government to apply the utmoſt care and 


one of the ableſt of the Mogul Emperors, 
that he prefaces an edict, made for that 
ſpecial purpoſe, by a ſolemn appeal to Heaven, 

as a witneſs for the purity of his intentions, 


ing obedience to it on pain of both temporal 
and eternal puniſhment. / It has been the 
conſtant boaſt of the Company's adminiſtra- 
tions at home and abroad, that the condition 
of the natives has been greatly improved 
under our management. The production, 
however, of the principles of your own plan 
of regulation and reform, is a poſitive admiſ- 

| ſion, 


+ That of Aurengzeb, already referred to, iſſued in A. H. 
1079, or A. D. 1668—Rouſe, page goo. 1 


$ Of a truth the Lord commandeth that you act with juſ- 
" tice and with righteouſneſs,” —* the earth and the heavens 
5 ſtand firm through juſtice,” 


— — — — — — Luke 


„ 
ſion, that, till your mokurrery ſyſtem at leaft 
ſhall have been brought into practice, though 


much may have been done before, yet, that 
much more has remained unfiniſhed. 


I have endeavoured to ſhew, from your 
own explanations of this plan, how very in- 
complete and incompetent it is to the object 
which it profeſſes to attain ; that it has one 
great and radical defect in the firſt principle, f 
which ought to form the baſis of any fixed 
eſtabliſhment of landed' property ; and that 
every plan muſt be defective, until complete 
inveſtigation ſhall have preceded permanent re- 
gulation ; and have enabled the Government 
of India, in the firſt place, to aſcertain the 
value and extent of its territory, with the 
quantum of groſs tribute collected from the 
people; and afterwards, to form a perfect 


check and controul over the intended * native 


* Gentlemen,” the Lords of the foil, and 
their delegates, by affording a cheap, direct, 
and inſtantaneous method of redreſſing the 

Ryot, 


l See page 42, Thoughts on permanent Leaſes, for Mr, 
Suonz's opinion in 178g, | 


* #; 
| Ryot, upon every well-founded an of 
exaction or oppreſſion. 4 VR 1 


While the Britiſh Government ſhall con- 
tinue to think with you, that a perfect analy- 
ſis of the rights of theſe people is unneceſſary or 
zinattainable, and therefore, that the want of 
it ought to be no bar to the immediate adop- 
tion of a permanent agreement with the Ze. 
mindars, I muſt beg leave, under the autho- 
rities I have already quoted, to retain my 
own conviction, that no effectual controul 
can ever be eftabliſhed for the protection of their 
vaſſals : whoſe condition, every thinking 
mind muſt commiſerate, ſince it is even now 
| acknowledged, that the intereſt of their maſ- 
ters is to be the only guide in the treatment 
of the millions of Ryots who inhabit our pro- 
vinces in the Eaſt. 


You have, indeed, the candour to doubt 
whether ſome (page 64) * weighty con- 
* ſiderations m not have eſcaped your own 
a penetration. Permit an attempt to point 
out a few of them. | 


You - 


CF} 
You ſtate- (page 49) © that the ſecurity 


« of Government is in the land, and yet 
take no effectual meaſures for protecting the 
cultivator of it in the free enjoyment of the 
fruits of his labour (page 50) © that every 
« year increaſes confidence by length of poſ- 
« ſefſion;” (of the village, I take for granted, 
you mean.) Will not the direct contrary: 


effect continue to operate, while the cultiva- 


tor is left at the mercy of an avaricious Ze- 
mindar or his more mercenary dependant, 
without other office of record, than what he 
himſelf may chuſe to eftabl, ſh, and which — 


may change « af gy: 

Page 56. © That the villages, being lia- 
© ble to the fixed rent only, and anſwerable 
for the inſtalments, any one of them may 
te be ſold, without loſs of revenue to Go- 
e vernment.” Are you not aware that the 
ſunſhine of patronage will build and people one 
in a fortnight ; and the frown of authority, 
ruin and depopulate the moſt extenſive in a 
twelvemonth ? Put the caſe of a village-pro- 


prietor, forgetting his apparent OW ta - 


have 


. 


2 


LEY 


had fled from his oppreſſion, and that the 
man himſelf was ruined in conſequence : that 


eſtate, as ſhall indemnify Government for the 


them (by not. renewing the annual agree- 


( 8 ) 
have ſo maltreated his Ryots, that all of them 


Government had ſeized the village, and or- 
dered it to be ſold for arrears, —His village 
is without inhabitants, his lands become a 
deſert ! Who will give ſuch a price for the 


balance due, and ſecure its revenue in future? 
How have you provided againſt the frequent 
inſtances of ſuch events, which may naturally 
be expected from a natiye Zemindar of India, 
exerciſing uncontrouled authority Again; ; 
ſuppoſe the Zemindar of an extenſive diſtrict, 
has vaſſals only for the cultivation of one- 
half of his territory, and prefers com pelling 


ment) to inhabit the villages moſt contiguous 
to his own dwelling ; and that he makes 
over the others by a real or a pretended con- 
veyance, to a needy inſolvent ſpeculator, 
who, nevertheleſs, may find means to get 
the transfer confirmed. . Whence is he to 
collect other vaſlals to till the lands? Will 
he, under your juſt and equitable ſyſtem, be 

5 able 


_—— 
-. | . 


„ 


able to calculate upon a ſufficient number of 
emigrants from neighbouring Pergunahs, 
ſeduced by promiſes, or forced by ill- uſage, 
to take ſhelter in his deſerted cottages ? — 
Whence elſe is Government to obtain the 
quit-rents from this freehold proprietor ? The 
Zemindar has been legally exonerated :—he 
has fold the land ſubject to that fixed and 


perpetual rent, charged in perpetuity ; and hn el. 4 Foten 
will probably, iF in his power, have alienated W ou 


the Malikanah alſo. 


. as 58. You propoſe the rent-roll of 
every village to be printed in Calcutta, and 


the deed to be ſealed and iſſued by the G- | 


vernor-General in Council; and you furniſh 
us (page 225) with a copy of the cabooleat, 
or agreement, which, I take for granted, is 
to be a counterpart of the covenant. Here 


I am at a loſs. Permit me, therefore, to en- 
quire, whether this rent roll “of the exact 
ſum each man is to pay,” be meant merely 
an enumeration of the Begahs, as mentioned 


in the cabooleat draft, with the fixed groſs 
Jumma, allotted by the Zemindar—or is it to 
G | contain, 


. 


» 
* 


1 


contain, his account of the preſent number 


of copyholders and other tenants who inhabit 


the place, and of their exiſting engagements 
with the Izardar? If the former, it can 
hardly be expected to convey much correct, 


and, therefore, but little material information; 


if the latter, it may indeed ſtate the preſent 


value of the property; but that value, as you 


- . ., obſerve, muſt vary continually, while the 


Ryots are ſubje&t to annual changes in the 
rent demanded. The proprietor (page 54) 
«© depending upon profit from ſurplus col- 
<« lections, will have ſtated the preſent below 
*« their real amount, and probably regulate 
* his future demand, as he may perceive the 
* Ryot exerting more or leſs induſtry and 
6“ ſkill.” Where then is the ©« ſtimulus to 
labour and ingenuity?” It is true, that in 
your anſwer to Mr. SHoRE's objection, you 
ſuggeſt that (page 105) © perhaps it were a 
« proper law, to prohibit under-/eaſes, for leis 
* than five, or ſeven, or ten years; but no 
ſuch clauſe appears in the covenant on the 
contrary, the proprictor promiſes (Art. VI.) 
to adjuſt without abwabs or ceſſes, whatever 
| g engage- 


) 


engagements in money, or kind, (page 225) 5 


are mutually entered into at the beginning 
* of the year, with the ſatisfaction of the 
« Ryots.” He appears no more bound to 
renew but to his own ſatisfaction, than the 
Ryot to engage upon terms he diſapproves : 
he may, therefore, ouſt the Ryot without 
ceremony, at his pleaſure. But it may poſ- 
ſibly be replied (p. 58) * it is not the pro- 
© prietor's intereſt to diſpoſſeſs his tenant; 
and the plan relies upon this; true - but how 
often do we ſee men miſtaking their real in- 
tereſt, and ſacrificing it to prejudice, or reſent= 
ment? It is the intereſt of every one in 
\ ſociety to act by the golden rule, to do as 
he would be done by: and if every one acted | 
upon this principle, laws would be totally 
uſeleſs. The depraved practice of mankind; 
however, has ſhewn their abſolute neceſſity, 
as well for protecting the property as the per- 
ſons of every man againſt his neighbour. 


. 


| You ſtate the number of officers at preſent 
neceſſary to watch the farmer, and keep the 
pergunnah accounts, as exceſſive and uſeleſs; 

G 2 | and 


f ( 84 ) 

and produce inſtances of falſe records, and 
breaches of truſt, as an argument for withdraws. 
mg all public records whatever. How will it be 
ever poſhble afterwards, for any under-tenant 
to prove his title ? If theſe records are to 
remain in the hands of the village proprietor 
only, other titles of a prior date to that of 
the claimant, may be ſet up in oppoſition to 
his right, which it will be tedious, if not 
impoſſible to dif] FORE: | 


If all Ryotty Pottahs were numbered in ro- 
tation, printed, ſtampt, and ſealed in triplicate, 
and figned by the Engliſh collector; one copy J 
depoſited in the audallut, another given to 
the Ryot, and the third to the Zemindar, no 
confuſion would happen; all complaints might 
be inſtantly decided; and the progreſſive im- 
provement or decreaſe of culture and popu- 
lation be annually aſcertained. If every 
Ryot was confirmed in a permanent title, 
by the poſſeſſion of one of theſe Pottahs, 
and his (page 24) © indefeaſible rights“ ad- 
mitted (upon the principle explained by 

Scrafton 


* — — — 1 9 => =_ 
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Scrafton * as having governed former prac- 
tice) and every village proprietor was bound to 
grant one, when demanded, at the eftabliſhed 
rent, payable in money, no Ryot would part 
with ſuch a voucher but for the value re- 
ceived ; he would know the extent of his 
Jumma ; and having paid it, would enjoy the 
whole ſurplus of his labours in peace and 


ſecurity F. 


The Report of the Committee of Direc- 
tors, quoted by As1aTicus, in the ſame 
paper with your letter to me, is, indeed, a 
performance which does credit to that body, 
inaſmuch as it ſhews, that they have paid 
ſome attention to this important object of their 
truſt. The ſentence he adduces, appears 
however to want a little explanation. 


G 3 | | *« By 


Shew me this right eſtabliſhed poſitively in the Cabooleat 
and Sunnud, and then, but not till then, can I conſider the 
Ryot ſecure, 5 


— 


+ Refer to Thoughts 58. 
t Thus far only appeared in the Chronicle; the reſt was 
ſuſpended by the preſſure of the calamitous occurrences which 


brought on the preſent war, and was ſome months aſterwards 
returned by the Editor, 5 


1 


« By the regulations carrying into effect in 
the provinces, the landholder,, feeling that 
« he has a permanent intereſt in the foil, and 
«is n longer ſubject to the rapacious exac- 
« tions of a revenue-farmer, will be induced 
* to ſtimulate the Ryo? to exert the utmoſt 
« of his ſkill and induſtry, in effecting im- 
« provements, the fruits of which Ye will 
© no enjoy in ſafety, and which the former 
« ſyſtem tended rather to diſcourage than excite.” 
And here I beg leave to obſerve to ANGLvus, 
that the concluding part of the above quotation 
from ſuch competent authority, muſt remove 
all his doubts of the exiſtence of 25 ter 70 
the preſent hour. 


I will now take leave to aſk, hk the 
Directors themſelves are yet complete maſters 
of the ſyſtem they ſo highly commend ? for, 
if ſo, both you and I are miſinformed as to 
the real plan adopted by Government. | 


Who is this Landholder, who henceforth 
is to have the permanent intereſt in. the ſoil? 
not the Zemindar, for he was always inde- 
pendent of the farmer : not the Ryot, for he 
continues ſubject to the ſtimulus of the Land- 
holder. 


7 


(3 


holder. How then can the Ryot be ſecured 
in the enjoyment of the fruits of his labour, 
while another has permanent poſſeſſion of the 
land which produces them ? 


Who then is this new perſonage brought 
into the Drama? with what privileges and 
authority is he to be endowed ? in what man- 
ner is he placed under the controul of Go- 
vernment ? how far is he independent of, or 
ſubject to the influence of the Zemindar ? 


Theſe queſtions require explicit anſwers, 
and the production of the plan itſelf, as well 
as of your regulations (which you fay have 
been adopted by Government) before any 
juſt confidence can be placed in them, as 
affording the be/? mode of raiſing a land reve- 
nue, and protecting the ſubjets of our eaſtern 
provinces from extortion. 


Nothing would be eaſier than ſtill more to 
ſimplify the collections, by demanding them 
of four or five great Rajahs, inſtead of col- 
lecting the revenue from the Zemindars and 
proprietors of each village: this method 
would completely abridge detail, and leave 

| © 7 SN the 


1 


the Governor General and the Revenue 
Board free from all correſpondence of 
« farming.” But, give me leave to exact 
your-candid opinion, whether the adoption of 

it would effectually protect the ſubject in 
his individual rights, or ſecure to Govern- 
ment the punctual payment of its Revenues 
and a juſt ſubordination in ſociety ? 


A detail there muſt ever be in all ſyſtems of 
taxation, and no Government can exiſt with- 
out one: in your's, it is propoſed to deſcend 
only to the proprietors of villages :* in my 
opinion, it ſhould go to the humbleſt renter 
of a fiſh-ſtall, or Government can never re- 
dreſs the complaints, or effectually protect 
the rights of each order of ſociety. When 

once properly regulated, all this may be con- 
ducted without embarraſſment or confuſion, 
and will require nothing more than integrity 
and conſtant attention, Contemplate only 
the intricate accounts of our exciſe, our land- 
tax, and our pariſh rates THEY ARE $0 
% FRAMED, AS TO PRODUCE THEIR OWN 


© EFFECT.” 


* In the regulations, it does not deſcend ſo low; they affect 


only Zemindars, independent Talookdars and Landholders 
paying revenue to Government. 


© 4 
_— 
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( 89 9 
ec _—— “% The collections, except in a 
ſingle inſtance, are made from the individual 
who pays, and yet every one knows the 


amount of his contingent, and Government 
the quantum expected from him. 


I ſhould be extremely ſorry to fee the ex- 
periment of farming the poſt-tax here, car- 
ried into general practice; convinced, as I 
am, that it muſt inevitably introduce, in a 
proportionate degree, the ſame fraud, collu- 
fon and oppreſſion, which yet exift in our 
Aſiatic dominions. 


You admit, that a complete inveſtigation 
| has not yet taken place. I hope you are by 
this time convinced, that a complete analy/is 
is indiſpenſably neceſſary, previous to reform and 
permanent regulation. The rights of the na- 
tive cultivators, now in poſſeſſion of the land, 
as well by poſitive as by preſcriptive tenures, 
have not yet been ever minutely inquired 
into. The Zemindars, you fay, are to be 
declared proprietors of their countries in per- 
petuity, before it fully appears what portions 

TY | of 
Mr. Haſtings, See back. 
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„ ſhall have compelled them to. engage for 


690 


of it their fore- fathers may have alienated 
Ryotty Pottahs, (in perpetuity) with and 1 


out the ſanction of former Governments. 


The Talookdars, it is true, will take care 
to eſtabliſh their claims; but many of them are 
to be left under the influence of the Zemin- 
dars. The inferior copy-holders, and the 
annual (vagrant) renters, are even to be de- 
prived of the Cannongoe-Office, which though 
a corrupt one, was ſtill a regiſter of their pre- 
carions tenures: their only remaining ſecurity 
now is, to depend upon the prumiſt of an inte- 


reſted landlord, that he will not exact more 
of them at the end of the year, than he 


« at the beginning.” 


This ſurely juſtifies me in terming your 
plan imperfe&, and pregnant with opportuni- 
ties of fraud and corruption, though framed, 
as I am fully perſuaded it has been, with the 
pureſt and moſt liberal intentions': nor can I 
be induced to change my ſentiments, without 


evidence of a very different nature to any 
that 


1 


that has hitherto been produced in its fa- 


44 


vour. a 


I myſelf can diſcern no material difference 
between the old and the new ſyſtem, except 
the interpoſition of another party between 
Government and the people, who for ſome 
time paſt have been free from the influence 
of many of the Zemindars. Adopting the 
maxim, generally, that © whatever is beſt 15 
* adminiſtered is the beſt,” I can readily 
conceive all the beneficial effects your letter 
exults in, to have followed as the natural 
conſequences of your own care and atten- 
tion to the execution of your plan within 
your own juriſdiction: but I muſt ſtill enter- 
tain my ſuſpicions, of the ſame beneficial 
effects accruing from an immediate introduc- 
tion of it into all the diſtricts : and that when- 
ever hereafter there may be a relaxed Go- 
vernment, a corrupt Collector, an imbecile or 
a rapacious Zemindar, that every oppreſſion 
which formerly afflicted the lower claſs of 
natives, they will again be ſubject to, in as 
great, or greater degree than ever. 


I can 
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I can by no means admit with As1ATIEUs, 
that Sir C. W. B. Rousz has proved the 
Ryots to be mere tenants for a term: on the 
contrary, I conſider that Gentleman's whole 
chain of reaſoning, in favor of that poſition, 
to have been complctely refuted by the very 
firmaun which he has tranſlated and pro- 
duced at the end of his book, in its ſupport. 
But even the deciſion of this important point 
merges, and becomes no longer of moment, 
if the Government is “ free to chuſe” for 
India what conſtitution it finds moſt conve- 
nient. 


I truſt, however, that if the Board of Con- 
troul, or the Miniſter for India, has really 
aſſumed a power ſo incompatible with the 
principles of Britiſh freedom, — the exerciſe of 
which involves a duty more alarming and 
tremendous than is poſſeſs d by any deſpotic 
Sovereign in Europe, Ruſſia alone excepted ; 
that, whoever may preſume to graſp it, will 
have ſeriouſly reflected upon the importance 
of the meaſure he is about to adopt : that 
he is determining upon the rights and happi- 
| neſs 


* 


(0 1 

neſs of helpleſs exiſting millions, and upon 
that of their poſterity : and, that he is reſpon- 
ſible for this ſacred truſt, if not to the legi- 
flature of the mother country, yet to his own 
conſcience, and to a ſtill higher tribunal : 
and, therefore, ſince the meaſure was originally 
adopted, by way of experiment, for a determi- 
nate period ; fince many of the Zemindars, 
who are to be the principal parties intereſted, 
appear hitherto averſe to adventuring upon 
it in perpetuity ; and that no material objec- 
tion has been ſtated, to waiting the reſult of 
a temporary trial, during which time the 
moſt minute and comprehenſive analyſis of 
our poſſeſſions might eaſily be obtained; 
from theſe conſiderations, it is ardently hoped, 
that the Miniſter will think it prudent to 
pauſe, and make uſe of the intervening pe- 
riod, in obtaining that information, which 
both Sir JoHN SHoRE and the Board of Re- 
venue have deemed indiſpenſably eſſential, to 
the attainment of thoſe happy conſequences 
which were expected by Lord CoRNWALLIS 
and yourſelf, from the immediate adoption of 
your reſolutions in perpetuity. _ 

5 Meaning 


r 


Meaning that my arguments ſhall ſtand or 
fall by their own intrinſic weight, and claim- 
ing no other reward than the gratification of 
my own feelings in a cauſe which intereſts 
them in the extreme, I perceive no neceſſity 
of ſigning any other name to theſe curſory 
obſervations, than that of 


Your well wither and humble ſervant, 


GURREEB Doss. 
the 27th Od. 1792. 
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No. 11. LETTER v. 


TO THOMAS LAW. Esq. 


The character which I have aſſumed of 


* Vaqueel, for our poor, oppreſſed fellow 
Subjects, the Ryots of Bengal, Behar, and 


Benares, renders it an indiſpenſable duty, 
that I negle& nothing which appears likely 
to aſſiſt the cauſe I have eſpouſed. 
clients are the millions, from whoſe ** aggre- 
gate labour, the ſplendor of our Govern- 
ment, and the unrivalled ſuperiority of our 
Eaſtern Commerce, draw all their reſources. 
I am obliged, therefore, to make farther uſe 
of your publication. 


Your intelligent correſpondent (quoted 
page 26 of the introduction to Reſources) in 
his letter, dated ce 21ſt of July, 1790, 


juſtly ß 


* Ambaſſador, Patron, Solicitor. 


My 


” 
1 vas 
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I 3 
juſtly obſerves, that © the policy by which 
« theſe provinces have been governed, ſince 
ee they yielded to our controul, appears of all 
« others the leaſt advantageous to Great- 
« Britain, and the moſt injurious to this 
© country.” 


© The wants of the natives of Hindooſtan, 
& it is ſaid, are . but few; and that” (himſelf 
. quoting) * beyond the attainment of mere 

« exiſtence, which in this fruitful and genial 
climate is eaſily acquired, the maſs of in- 
&« habitants will never labour for the poſſeſſion 
te of the luxuries, or even what we deem the 
&© conveniencies of life.” 85 


Is it for this reaſon, give me leave to aſk, 
that a Britiſh Government is adviſed, to con- 
tinue the lower claſs of inhabitants of a great 
and populous territory, in ſuch a ſtate of ab- 
ject dependence and vaſſallage, that they ſhall 
not dare to iſſue a groan which ſhall be 
6 heard?” Is it for this reaſon, that no at- 
tempt is to be made, for aſcertaining the 
condition and relative ſituation of the labourer 

and 
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and the-huſbandman, to the other claſſes of 


ſociety; that they are indiſcriminately, as far 
at leaſt as their property is concerned, to be 
diſpoſed of in whole villages, like the peaſants 
of Hungary and Ruſſia, and that even the num- 
ber of ſlaves which inhabit them are not to 
be taken account of in valuing the transfer ? 


Shall it continue to be the ſcandal and re- 
proach of our Government, that while * 
e there are ſcarce two gentlemen in the ſer- 
« vice (ſtrange, if this be true!) who ex- 
“ actly agree, either as to the rights of the 
“ Zemindars, the quantum of revenue which 
e the country ought to pay, or as to the beſt 
* PERIOD FOR WHICH THE LAND OUGHT 
© TO BE © LEASED' for the mutual advan- 
* tage of the natives and the Company 
that the advantage of the ſuperior natives 
only ſhould have been the object of enquiry ? 
and, that the attempt to eſtabliſh at the ſame 
time the eaſe, comfort, and ſecurity of the 
reſt of the people, ſhould have been abandoned, 


Morning Chronicle the 1ſt October, 


| 
I 
| 
| 


4 1 as 


as uſeleſs and ſuperfluous labour, by the 
whole body of revenue ſervants upon the 
Bengal Eſtabliſhment, and their intereſts left 


to the tedious and expenſive protection of the 
Audulluts, or the caprice of the Zemindars? 


If this has really been the caſe, it is high 
time to make another appeal; and to invel- + 
tigate, in the cauſe of humanity, the 
* RIGHT" of the Company to diſpoſe thus 
of the labour and property of our fellow 
creatures ; who, however far removed from 
ourſelves by ſituation, religion, manners, and 
cuſtoms, are, nevertheleſs, entitled as fellow 
Jubjefs, to ſhare in the benefits of the Britiſh | 
Conſtitution—at the leaſt, to enjoy unmo- 
leſted liberty and property, in common with 
ourſelves. | 


But, waving for the preſent, the queſtion 

of Right; your own correſpondent has ably 
ſhewn the Impolicy of withholding the power 
of bettering their condition, from the lower 
claſſes of ſociety.— The experience of paſt 
« ages contradids the aſſertion, that they will 
% never 
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te never labour to attain poſſeſſion of the con- 
* yenicncies and luxuries of life, for he 
« wants f ail nen encreaſe in propartion to their 


& means, and every new enj oyment rs the parent 


, A neW e. 


pb laune then (he recommends) to the 
% Hinc00itanny the product of his labour and 
ge ingenuity ; teach him to exchange the ſar- 
plus for his own benefit in multiplying 
his enjoyments ; and, I hazard little in 
* afiirming, that his propenſities will be found 
« ſimilar to thoſe of mankind in general, not- 
„ withſtanding the influence of an enervating 
„climate and tyrannical religion. What a 
* proſpect does this open to the conſumption 
* of the manufactures of Great-Britain, 
e provided they could be int oduced at a 
<« reaſonable rate, and pail for with the pro - 
* duce of Bengal !” 


You tell us, a little dogmatically, that 
Government have adopted your mocurrery 
plan.“ It may poſſibly, then, be too late 
to expect a reviſal of it, or I ſhould take the 
H 2 Flͤberty 
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liberty of refering the Board of Controul ta 
the ſentiments of people upon the ſpot, ap- 
parently well informed, and candid in their 
decifion, who * could not be deterred from 
publiſhing their opinions, and reaſoning with 
the Adminiſtration abroad, upon every part 
of the propoſed plan and ſubſidiary regula- 


: tions. 


One of them, under the ſignature of 

* Inveſtigator,” in the Calcutta Magazine 

for December laſt, diſcuſſes with great free- 
dom the right of Government to decide upon 
the queſtion; and points out the groſs incon- 
fiſtency of ſubſequent interference and regu- 
lation, after having abandoned the landed pro» 
perty to the Zemindars for ever. 


* Of theſe regulations,” viz, to reſume 
the rent-free lands, or eſtates alienated with- 
| * 


The Editors of ſome of the Bengal news- papers, who are 
ſuppoſed to publiſh under particular patronage, refuſed to inſert 
the letters of Agricola, another writer upon this ſubject, 
who, therefore, has printed a pamphlet diſcuſſing it at large, 
under the title of © General Obſervations, as to the Mode of 
* levying and aſſeſſing the Land-Tax in Bengal, Behar, and 
« Oriſſa,” | : 


1 

out any reſerve of land- tax or quit-rent, he 
obſerves, © that they are not the leſs ex- 
« ceptionable, becauſe Government have not 
« propoſed any material pecuniary advan- 
* tage to themſelves by the adoption of them, 
but becauſe they have held out an advan- 
© tage to a few individuals, which ought to 
have been extended to every landholder 
from the Zemindar to the Ryot.— Indeed, 
* it is the Ryot who ſuffers moſt af preſent ; 
* for whatever formerly was the uſage, at 
* preſent” (under the mocurrery plan!) 


* the poor Ryot i is the caly perſon who pays 
8 the piper.“ 


This writer ſcruples not to pronounce, in 
the face of the executive Government, that 
* the fact is, a groſs miſtake has been com- 
* mitted, in declaring the Zemindar to be 
* proprietor of the ſoil in virtue of his being 
© Zemindar; a miſtake, as unneceſſary as it 
% now proves a ſtumbling block to them - 
* ſelves. Whatever might have been their 

* rights, they had ſo long been denied the 
i exerciſe of them, that they would willingly 

"0 "Rave 
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| OM <« have ſubſcribed to almoſt any terms which 


« thould have been tendered—and it is highly 
| © to be regretted, that explicit ones had not 


* been previouily drawn up. For now Go- 
« vernment appear to 1!uringe privileges and 
rights conferred: by chemſelves. The mea- 
* ſure was clearly wrong timed: —We have 
ce now made the Zeminder's intereſt to oppoſe 
ce our own, and that of the country at large. 
Government would have been fully juſti- 
cc fied, in making it a matter of favor inſtead 
of right—inſtead of its being an injurious 
« ſtep, it might have been rendered th ie 
e and moſt beneficial that has been taken ſince 
* our acceſſion of the Dewanny. It is an in- 
*© controvertible inſtance of a precipitation 
* which has marked many of our meaſures,* 
It could have required but little reflection 
or penetration, to foreſee that we were 9. 
ing up our own hands, It will anſwer but 
little purpoſe to urge, that F the Zemin- 
« dars were the proprietors of the ſoil, that 
| «© Govern- 


„In his Lordſhip's idea, delay appeared pregnant with ſtill 
greater evils: ſee the proclamation which concludes this ſubjeQ, 


| for the precautions ſince taken to remedy the conſequences al 


ub 5; apparently neceſſary, determination. 
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1 
% Government were bound in duty to ac- 
« knowledge them as ſuch : becauſe, not on- 
y our own conduct during theſe twenty- 
« five or twenty-ſix years, but that of the y 
te former Sovereigns of the country, has been 
« ſuch, as to render it a greater injuſtice to 1 
& admit their claims in the unqualified mode ae | 
te have done, than it would have been to 
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« acknowledge them under expreſs reſtric- a 
« tions and limitations, or even than wholly de- | 
my nying them. The moſt that can be ad- | | | 


ce yanced in its favor, is, that it was intend- 
e ed well, but was not ſufficiently digeſted 
* to anſwer its end.” 


I have already, Sir, borne concurrent teſti- 
mony with this ſagacious obſerver, as to the 
purity of your intentions; and heartily ap- 1 
plaud thoſe of Earl Cox NwWALLISs, and of 1 
the Miniſtry here, who have at his inſtance 554 | 
ſent orders, however prematurely, for con- | 
firming this arrangement. But, after what | 1 
has been expoſed of the inefficacy and num- | 
berleſs deſtructive conſequences of rendering | 4 
the plan, in its preſent ſtate, perpetual ; I | 

| cannot 


* 
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cannot prevail upon myſelf to abandon the 
hope, that the ultimate, irrevocable fiat may 
yet be arreſted; and, fince the agreement 
itſelf, as you have ſhewn, was expreſsly con- 
ditional, thatits confirmation will be ſuſpended, 
until complete inveſtigation ſhall have ena- 
bled the Indian Adminiſtration to diſpenſe 
ample and impartial juſtice and protection to every 
claſs of the natives: among whom, thoſe 
who moſt particularly ſtand in need of relief, 


are the, till now, negleted and abandoned 
clients of ; 


GUuRREEB Doss. 


The 12th Nov: 1792. 
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will doubtleſs have attracted your ſerious at- 
tention; fifice the ſubject they treat of, not 


the rights and privileges of your Indian ſub- 
jects, as well as the credit of your govern- 
ment and the permanent proſperity of yout 
poſſeſſions there. | 


From a peruſal of thoſe letters, it will haye 
appeared, uncontradicted by a fingle atom of 
e 1 | evidence, 


erung. £7138 195030 [is 35: rich 
The former Letters of GurREt3 Doss 


only involves the welfare and happineſs, but 
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evidence, that @ very great majority of the 
natives of that country, are totally neglected 
by the lately eſtabliſhed Revenue Plan, and 
abandoned to their deſtiny as mere vaſſals of 
the Zemindars. And this, in the face of a 
ſolemn Act of the Legiſlature,* which expreſsly 
ordained, that your Court ſhould forth- 
* with enquire into, and fully inveſtigate, 
*« the grievances and oppreſſions, and all cir- 
* cumſtances relative thereto, which had un- 
«« juſtly deprived of, or compelled to. abandon 
© and relinquiſh their lands,” not only © the 
* Rajahs, Zemindars, Polygars and Talook- 
dars, but * all other native Landholders 
within the Britiſh territories in India. 


Jou are further directed, by the ſame act, 
* effectually to redreſs the ſame, in ſuch 
“ manner as ſhall be conſiſtent with juſtice, 
and the Jaws and cuſtoms of the country; 
* and to ſettle and permanently eſtabliſh, 
upon principles of moderation, according lo 
the Laws and C . of 5 ndia, + the 
| “ permanent 

* Twenty-fourth G. III. Sect. 39. 


+ © The natives ought not to be governed by the laws of 
* England,” Lind's opinion, Bruce, 4to. p. 74. The 
| 60 
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0 permanent rules by which their reſpective 


te tributes, rents and ſervices ſhall in future 


«« he rendered and paid to the United Com- 


pany.” 


Mr. Rovst, though expreſsly employed to 
clear the ground, and perhaps an abler ſervant 


has certainly failed in eſtabliſhing the Zemin- 


dars as the pa ppp of the land by heredi- 
tary tenure. On the contrary, Mr. GRAN xs 
aſſertion remains uncontradicted by evidence, 
that in the Nizam's country, where ſtronger 
veſtiges remain of the ancient laws and cuſ- 
toms of H indoſtan, the Prince and the H/ 

12 bandman 


« The Government of the Hindoos has been abſolute, while 
that of the Mahomedan Conquerors have been ſtill more ſo; 
and yet both have preſerved the rights of the Zemindars and 


this ſpecies of government to be an evil, they looked up to it 
* as the only one which could protect them againſt the oppreſ- 
* fions of the Zemindars and inferior officers : therefore any 
* immature plan of reſormation, foreign to the character of the 
people, may have a tendency to deprive Great Britain of its 
new dominions.” Ibid. p. 78. 

The natives of India have long had a Conſtitution of their 
own. Ibid. P- 85. 


may, ei FO ah fy ende fed. 


could not have been ſelected for the purpoſe, 


* of the Ryots. And ſo far were the Ryots from conſidering 
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bandman are the only proprietors : the Zemin- 
dars, and other intermediate characters, are 
merely farmers of the revenues: as deſcribed 
in the letter upon Bengal Conſultations, dated 
the 5th of June, 1776, and adduced by a 
Committee of your own Court, in their able 
report upon the culture of Sugar. 


Although this authority, and the obligation 
1mpoſed by the Act of Parliament above 
cited, may ſeem to have been afterwards if 
weakened by the ſixth ſection of the: ſame 
act, which places the © ſuperintendence, di- 
erection and controul over all matters of 
% revenue in the Board of Commiſſioners,” 
yet, ſo long as the Company retain poſſeſſion 
of the territory, and enjoy the benefits of the 
revenue which it yields, I ſhould preſume, 
that with you, in part at leaſt, muſt reſt the 
reſponſibility for any breach of this act of 
the Legiſlature, as well as for the conſe- 
quences of a meaſure which appears to be 
puſhed forwards with unneceſſary precipita- 
tion, againſt the conviction of the very perſon 
| who 


„ 00P+ 1 
who has been appointed Governor General 
for the purpoſe of carrying it into effect. 


I truſt, therefore, that you will continue to 
regard, as part of your moſt important duty, 
a minute attention to every meaſure which 
promiſes, in the ſmalleſt degree, to affect the ; 
intereſt of the Company or its ſubjects : and 
for this reaſon, be inclined to think favour- 
ably of every attempt to elucidate a ſubject 
ſo highly important to both. 


eng Gunners Doss. 
15th Nov. 1792. 
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No, 13. 


LETTER VII. 


—— 


To the Right Honorable 
HENRY DUN DAs, &c. &c. 


O Of Government the properties t'unfold 
May ſeem in me affecting ſpeech and diſcourſe, 
Since I am not to know that your own ſcience 
Exceeds in this the liſts of all advice,” 


I ſhould have little proſpe& of benefit to 
my clients, from this addreſs to the India 
Miniſter of Great-Britain, if the above quo- 
tation did not better apply to you than to the 
plauſible delegate of Vincentio. 


W hoeyer 


—— — — 
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Whoever has taken the trouble of peruſing 
your report-to the Houſe of Commons upon 
India affairs, or has heard you when they 
have been the ſubje& of debate, muſt readily 
admit, with me, that ſcarcely any man in 
this kingdom, who has not ſerved in that 
country, has taken equal pains, or endea- 
vored more to qualify himſelf than you have 
done, for the high and important ſtation 
which you fill ia that department. 


It muſt alſo bs acknowledged, to your 
honor, that no part of the duty of that ſta- 
tion, ſeems more to have engaged yaur at- 
tention, than the perfecting a ſyſtem for col- 
lecting the revenues of our territorial poſ- 
ſeſſions there. Vour choice of an old revenue 
ſervant as the firſt Secretary to the Board of 
Controul, indicated gn early conviction of the 
neceſſity and importance of obtaining every 
poſſible information upon that ſubject. 


The inſtructions ſent abroad with Lord 
CoRNWALLIS at his nomination to the ſu- 
preme Government, afford another inſtance 
I 4 ee e 


(HH. } 
of the ſame perſevering application to it. * 
The world, therefore, will be doing you but 
barely juſtice, in admitting, that no attention 
has been ſpared, no meaſure neglected, which 
appeared likely to obtain the moſt minute and 
accurate information, in their -power to give, 
from the official revenue ſervants formerly, 
and till now, employed by the Company. 


We have been told by yourſelf, at the cloſe 
of laſt ſeſſion, that a plan had been framed, 
and put in practice by way of experiment, 
which having met with the approbation of 
the Government-general, you meant to ren- 
der permanent throughout the provinces under 
the Bengal Adminiſtration, | 


We have lately been publicly told by the 
principal framer of this plan, that the fiat 
has actually paſt for its confirmation. 


We were alſo told, that Sir IDN SnoRER 
had conſented to become the inſtrument of 


carrying 


® Sce alſo Mr. Bruce's Collection, fince publiſhed under Mi, 
Dundas's patronage, - Anderſon's View, &c. 
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carrying this plan into general practice, and 
eſtabliſhing it in perpetuity. If all this be 
really fact, the die is caſt ; © the bow is bent, 
« we mult abide the ſhaft.” —— 


We have been alſo told, in the ſame para- 
graph with the laſt article of intelligence, 
that no two gentlemen in the ſervice agreed 
either as to the rights of the Zemindars, 
the quantum of revenue which the country 
ought to pay, or as to the period for which 
the land ought to be leaſed, for the mutual 
benefit of the natives and the Company, 


It has then been determined, to cut the 
gordion knot, which, though it might not 
have been expected you yourſelf ſhould have 
been able to untie ; yet ſurely a reaſonable 
hope might have been entertained, that ſome 
of the many profeſſional men whom you have 
conſulted, would have been competent to 
looſen, at leaſt, if not entirely to diſentangle, 


Jam not going in this letter to call in 
queſtion the aſſertion, however bold and ex- 
6 traordinary, 
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traordinary, that Adminiſtration is free to adopt 
any conſtitution or form of Government it may 
judge moſt expedient for our eaſtern provinces; 
nor to arraign the legiſlature, if it be fo, for 
having with ſeeming indifference, committed 
ſuch unbounded and unconſtitutional power 
to any Miniſtry whatever, 


Nor will I paſs, perhaps an altogether un- 
merited, indiſcriminate cenſure upon the fer- 
vice, for having overlooked what I am now 
laying before you, My buſineſs is with the 
meaſure and its probable confequences, not 
with any ſet of men, or the preſumptive 
motives of their conduct, 


In ſeveral of the preceding letters I have 
endeavored to ſhew, not merely in my own 
opinion, but from the moſt unqueſtionable 
authorities, the incompetency of the mocur- 
rery plan, as it is called, for ſecuring comfort 
and happineſs to the lower claſs of the natives 
of India, and protecting them in their juſt 
rights and property againſt the apprehended 
continuance of vexation and oppreſſion. 


I have 
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I have, I think at leaſt, clearly proved, 
that, however widely Gentlemen may have 
diſagreed as to the rights of the ſuperior 
claſs, the Zemindars ; yet, that certain neceſ- 
ſary, indefeaſible rights and privileges apper- 
tain to the Ryot, Huſbandman, or Cultivator 
of the ſoil, which are univerſally admitted to 
have been hitherto held ſacred, as far back as 
any trace has been diſcovered of the revenue 
practice in that country. 


Even Mr, Rousx admits, © there may be 
* preſcriptive titles,” which he leaves in their 

full force, though he diſputes the poſitive 
effect of exiſting written conveyances or pot- 
tahs; of which laſt, however, every other 
perſon, and the Firmaun he himſelf tranſlated, 
acknowledge the validity. 


I confeſs it has much ſurpriſed me, that 
there ever ſhould have been two opinions 
upon the ſubject; and I am confirmed in 
my own, by what has occurred in pleading 
the cauſe of the Ryots, on principles of juſ- 
tice and policy. 


Had 
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Had the enquiries of Government, as I 
have already urged clſewhere, began with 
the loweſt claſs of ſociety ; the eſtabliſhment 
of its juſt rights, if any ſuch rights attach to 
that claſs, would have decided this otherwiſe 
inexplicable problem, the rights of the higher 
claſſes, and of courſe of the Zemindars : For, 
if it appear that the Ryots have any inde- 
feafible- or preſcriptive right to permanent 
poſſeſſion of the ſoil, while they continue to 
cultivate it, that right muſt be conſiſtent and 
compatible with the rights and privileges of 
other claſſes of men above them. 


It ſurely then muſt be granted, that this 
queſtion required previous and minute in- 
veſtigation; and if it be found not yet to 
have taken place, the adoption of any plan 
in perpetuity, muſt of conſequence be pre- 
mature, imperfect, and hazardons in the ex- 
treme. I again repeat this argument, which 
certainly merits your moſt ſerious confidera- 
tion; becauſe it is important, in the firſt 
place, to the credit of your adminiſtration, 
that Government ſhould be clear as to this 
point, 


n 
point, ſince it involves the ſucceſs of the 
meaſures dependent upon it; but it is of yet 
more importance to the millions whoſe hap- 
pineſs or miſery, and that of their deſcendants, 
hangs on the ifſue of your final determination. 


Many other conſiderations obtrude them- 
ſelves on my mind, which happily, if they 
occur to you, may ſerve the cauſe I am 
pleading. I will conclude withi one of them. 


In the mode here humbly ſuggeſted for the 
redreſs of their grievances, the Title-Deed'or 
Pottah of every individual Ryot will be con- 
ſtantly before the Collector or Revenue Ma- 
giſtrate; the total quit-rent of each village 
be aſcertainable, and all charges of collection 
avoided, or averaged to the tenant or future 
proprietor; ſo that, as often as Government 
may decide upon granting any local remiſ- 
ſion (which from the nature of the caſe muſt 
perpetually happen in ſome part or other of 
the provinces) the relief may then be applied 
direct, where only it is eſſentially neceſſary, 
not to the Zemindar or great Renter, but 79 
the 
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the individual ſufferer by calamity or accident, 
the Ryot or tiller of the ſol, 


When I am ſhewn any practicable, or even 
poſſible, method of effecting a complete aſ- 
ſeſſment of the land, and bringing home 
cheap redreſs and equitable remiſſion (when 
the latter can be afforded) to the * chupper 
of the indigent and induftrious huſbandman 
of Bengal ; 1 ſhall be ready to apologize for 
theſe efforts in their favor ; and, at any rate, 
I ſupport myſelf againſt the charge of having 
. officiouſly intruded my opinion upon my ſupe= 
riors, by the ſatisfaction I feel in having at- 
tempted to ſuggeſt a good one : I rely, there- 
fore, on the motive to juſtify the manner of 
this communication, 


GuxREEB Doss. 


The 20th Nov. 1792. 


© Thatched College, 
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No. 14. 
LETTER VII. 
To WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, EG. 
— | 

"” Nibil hucthani p me alienum puto. 
This trite ſentiment of the Poet, has pro- 
bably contributed more than any other of his 
numberleſs beauties, to tranſmit the name of 
Terence to immortality. You, Sir, have de- 


ſerved ſtill better of mankind, inaſmuch as 
the practice of virtue exceeds the precept. 


Amidf the bright characters which adorn 
the Britiſh Senate, I ran no where, therefore, 
with ſo much propriety, addreſs myſelf, as to 
4 you, 
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you, for an advocate to plead the cauſe of the 
poor and unprotected inhabitants, the Ryots 
of India. ä 


Ia a ſeries of Letters, through the channel 
of this uſeful. paper, I have endeavoured 
(perhaps to ſome it may appear, with prolix 
importunity) to impreſs on the public mind, 
the really helpleſs and deplorable ſituation in 
which theſe people ſeem likely to be leſt, 
without hope of redemption, by the Revenue 
Plan, which is ſaid to have lately received 
the ſanction of Government for its adoption 


in perpetuity. 50 


An object of this magnitude, in the cauſe 
of humanity, cannot have eſcaped your vigi- 
lant and diſcriminating attention ; nor have 
failed to intereſt in its favour, the warmeſt 
wiſhes of your feeling heart, 


I beſeech you to believe, that it is neither 
the ſickly malignity of an envious mind, nor 
the peeviſh captiouſneſs of diſappointed am- 
bition, which has dictated theſe exertions; 

but 


224 
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but an irkſome ſolicitude for the proſperity of 
my country, and for the heppineſs of my 


fellow creatures, inceſſantly goading me on to 
perſeverance in the cauſe I have undertaken. 


Had you been as often witneſs, as I have, 
to the miſery and diſtreſs of the claſs of men 
for whom I intercede, your heart would have 
bled, as much for the depravity of their na- 
tive oppreſſors, as in pity for the objects of 
ſuch ſyſtematic cruelty. | 


But I will- not riſque doing injury to my 
cauſe, by an attempt to paint it in the vivid 
colours of a ſhocked imagination. What I 
have already brought in proof, will ſufficient- 
ly exhibit the condition of the poorer natives 
of our eaſtern provinces — both what they 
might have been, and what they are.” 


A negro ſlave in the Iſland of Granada, 
Loxd MACARTNELY deſcribed to the Houſe 
of Lords, to be in a more enviable ſituation 
than the common labourer of England. But, 
with only the ſhadow of perſonal liberty, the 


K Ryot 


* 
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Ryot of Bengal is to be ſubjected for ever to 
arbitrary.and undefined claims, and in fa& en- 
joys no property he can call his own. While 
the negro (in that iſland his Lordſhip ſtates) 
* is very comfortable; for in general he is 
« well fed, well cloathed, taken care of when 
* he is ſick, every thing provided for him; 
there is no apprehenſion of creditors ; and 
upon the whole, the circumſtances of his 
condition, excluſive of his being a ſlave, a 
* ſentiment which few negroes feel, render 
* his ſituation perhaps as comfortable as that 
* of a peaſant in this country. Over theſe 
| men has your philanthropy extended its pro- 
tection; my clients therefore have juſt grounds 


to hope it will be diſpenſed to them likewiſe. 


| | After an attentive peruſal of the foregoing _ 
letters, all I hope for, is, that you may have 
leiſure, for you will not want opportunity, in 

the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion, to urge the 
India Miniſter to an explicit declaration of 
his own opinion upon their contents, and of 
his intentions in conſequence. 


I am far from acculing him, or the Court 
of Directors, of wilful neglect or inattention, 


to 


—_ - 
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to the happineſs of our Indian fellow ſubjects, 
or of diſregarding the duty of eſtabliſhing 
the beſt method of collecting the tribute from 
them. All I fear, is, that having called for 
the opinion of thoſe profeſſional characters, 
from whom they had been taught to expect 
the beſt information ; and particularly relying 
upon the ſanction given by the Governor 
General, EARL CoRNWALLIS, to the mo- 
currery plan; that- his Lordſhip and the 
Board of Controul may have too readily 
adopted it, as the beſt which had been of- 
fered for their choice ; without having them- 
ſelves inveſtigated it in all its branches, and 
the remote and immediate conſequences which 
it now appears may be apprehended from 
reducing it to practice. | 


I am greatly miſtaken in my opinion of Sir 
Joun SwoRE's benevolence and judgment, 
or he will have reflected ſeriouſly upon the 
ſubject of the firſt of theſe letters. I doubt 

K 2 : not 
* Poſſibly it may have been in ſome degree inſtrumental to- 


wards effecting the laſt arrangement we have heard of, which 
completely 
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not he will have felt the force of the argu- 
ments and proofs it contained. At the ſame 
time, the orders he is ſuppoſed to have car- 
ried out having been peremptory, and his 
conſent perhaps obtained for putting them 
into execution ; his goodneſs of heart, and 
conſciouſneſs of the nature of ſuch an en- 
gagement, may involve Sir Jonx in a di- 
lemma, and ſubject him to a ſevere conflict 
between public duty and private conviction, 
He cannot therefore be too ſoon relie ved from 
ſuch an embarraſſment. 


Permit me then to entreat your powerful 
interceſſion for immediate orders being tranſ- 
mitted to Bengal, that the final confirmation 
of the Mocurrery plan may be ſuſpended, 
during the whole remainder of the term ori- 
ginally ſtipulated for experiment of its effects; 
and that proper. meaſures may be taken for 
inſtituting the moſt minute inquiry into the 
rights of every individual claſs of claimants 

to 


completely ſeparates the judicial from the revenue department, 
and depri ves the collectors of the latter of all coerfive juriſdic- 
tion. ; 


E 


f 


8 


to landed property, and regulations framed for 
their future protection and relief. 


From an intimate perſonal knowledge of 
the characters of Gentlemen in the Civil Ser- 
vice there, I entertain not a ſhadow of doubt 
that they will heſitate a moment in cordially 
ſupporting the principle of this eſſential mea- 
ſure, and in aſſiſting, to the utmoſt of their 
power, its ultimate ſucceſs : Government, 
therefore, will riſque nothing by ſuſpending 
the plan in queſtion, not even the appearance 
of inconſiſtency. While, on the other hand, 
every pothble miſchief (in my. conception at 
leaſt) is to be apprehended from its too early 
and deciſive confirmat:on. 


Your ebnen with Government 3 your 
ample fortune and conſequence in life ; and, 
above all, the zeal and ability you have ex- 
erted in a ſimilar cauſe ; while they ſet you, 
above all danger of incurring the chagrin of 
a diſappointment in this application, may hap- 
pily ſhelter me, under this addreſs, from the 
imputation of having wilfully ſought to en- 

K 3 tangle 


a 


tangle Government, by urging the public 
diſcuſhon of a ſecond queſtion of intricacy 
and embarraſſment, before Parliament has well 
got rid of a former one. A queſtion, which 
has indeed produced a diſplay of the brighteſt 
abilities and acuteneſs on both fides of the 
Houſe ; but has likewiſe proved, that there 
are ſome political errors, which, if ſuffered 
to continue for any length of time, threaten 
little leſs of miſchief in the retraction, than 
has been experienced from their inadvertently 
creeping into ule. 


I hope, therefore, to be pardoned for this 
public addreſs to you ; and that, in the daunt- 
leſs champion of the ſooty natives of Africa, 
my clients alſo will have the pps of 
finding a patron and „ 


What need I 8 more ? 


GURREEB Doss. 


The 1875 Nov. 1793. 
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By THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 


PROCLAMATION. 


To the ZEMINDARS, INDEPENDENT Ta- 
LOOKDARS, and other ACTUAL PROPRIE- 
TORS of LanD paying Revenue to Govern- 

ment, in the Provinces of BENG AL, Brenan, 


and ORISSA. 


ARTICLE I. 


N the original Regulations for the Decen- 
nial Settlement of the Public Revenues of 
Bengal, Behar, and Oriſſa, paſſed for theſe 
Provinces reſpectively on the 18th September 


1789, the. 2 5th November 1789, and the 10th 
K 4 February 
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February 1790, it was notified to the Pro- 
prietors of Land with or on behalf of whom 
a Settlement might be concluded, that the 
Jumma aſſeſſed upon their Lands under thoſe 
Regulations would be continucd after the ex- 
piration of the ten years, and remain unalter- 
able for ever, provided ſuch Continuance 
ſhould meet with the approbation of the Ho- 
nourable Court of Directors for the Affairs of 
the Eaſt India Company, and not otherwiſe. 


ARTICLE II. 


The Marquis CoRnwaALL1s, Knight of 
the Moſt Noble Order of the Garter, Gover- 
nor General in Council, now notifies to all 
Zemindars, Independent Talookdars, and other 
actual Proprietors of Land paying Revenue to 
Government, in the Provinces of Bengal, 
Behar, and Oriſſa, that he has been empow- 
ered by the Honourable Court of Directors 
for the Affairs of the Eaſt India Company to 
declare the Jumma which has been or may 
be aſſeſſed upon their Lands under the Regu- 
lations above- mentioned fixed for ever. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE II. 


The Governor General in Council accor- 
dingly declares to the Zemindars, Independent 
Talockdars, and other actual Proprietors of 
Land, with or on behalf of whom a Settle- 
ment has been concluded under the Regula- 
tions above mentioned, that at the Expira- 
tion of the Term of the Settlement, no alte- 
ration will be made in the Aſſeſſment which 
they have reſpectively engaged to pay, but 
that they and their heirs and lawful ſucceſſors 


will be allowed to hold their eſtates at romp 
aſleſſment for ever. 


ARTICLE IV. 


The Lands of ſome Zemindars, Indepen- 
dent Talookdars, and other actual Proprietors 
of Land, having been held Khas, or let-in 
farm, in Conſequence of their refuſing to pay 
the Aſſeſſment required of them under the 
Regulations above mentioned, the Governor 
General in Council now notifies: to the Ze 
mindars, Independent Talookdars, and other 

actual 


1 
actual Proprietors of Land, whoſe Lands are 
held Khas, that they ſhall be reſtored to the 
management of their Lands, upon their 
agreeing to the payment of the Aſſeſſment 
which has been or may be required of them 
in conformity to the regulations above men- 
tioned, and that no alteration ſhall after- 
wards be made in that Aſſeſſment, but that 
they and their heirs and lawtul ſucceſſors ſhall 
be permitted to hold their reſpective eſtates 
at ſuch aſſeſſment for ever: and he declares 
to the Zemindars, Independent Talookdars, 
and other actual Proprietors of Land, whoſe 
Lands have been let in farm, that they. ſhall 
not regain Poſſeſſion of their Lands before the 
Expiration of the Period for which they have 
been farmed (unleſs the Farmers ſhall volun- 
tarily conſent to make over to them the re- 
maining term of their Leaſe and the Gover- 
nor General in Council ſhall approve of the 
transfer) but that at the expiration of that 
period, upon their agreeing to the payment 
of the Aſſeſſment which may be required of 
them, they ſhall be reinſtated, and that no 
alteration ſhall afterwards be made in that 
aſſeſſment, 
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aſſeſſment, but that they and their heirs and 


lawful ſucceſſors ſhall be allowed to hold their 
reſpeCtive eſtates at ſuch aſſeſſment for ever. 


ANT TTL . 


In the event of the Proprietory right in 
Lands, that are, or may become the property 
of Government, being transferred to Indivi- 
duals; ſuch Individuals, and their heirs, and 
lawful ſucceſſors, ſhall be permitted to hold 
the Lands at the aſſeſſment at which they 
may be transferred for ever. 


ARTICL E VI. 


It is well known to the Zemindars, Inde- 
pendent Talookdars, and other actual Pro- 
prietors of Land, as well as to the Inhabi- 
tante of Bengal, Behar, and Oriſſa in general, 
that from the earlieſt Times until the preſent 
Period the Public aſſeſſment upon the lands 


has never been fixed, but that according to 


eſtabliſhed uſage and cuſtom, the Rulers of 


theſe Provinces have from time to time de- 
manded an increaſe of Aſſeſſment from the 
Proprie tors 
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Proprietors of Land, and that for the pur- 
poſe of obtaining this increaſe, not only fre- 
quent inveſtigations have been made to aſ- 
certain the actual produce of their Eſtates, 
but that it has been the practice to deprive 
them of the management of their Lands, and 
either to let them in farm, or to appoint 
officers on the part of Government to collect 
the Aſſeſſment immediately from the Ryots, 
The Honourable Court of Directors conſider- 
ing theſe uſages and meaſures to be detri- 
mental to the proſperity of the Country, have, 
with a view to promote the future eaſe and 
happineſs of the people, authoriſed the fore- 
going declarations ; and the Zemindars, In- 
dependent Talookdars, and other actual Pro- 
prietors of Land, with or on behalf of whom 
a ſettlement has been or may be concluded, 
are to conſider theſe Orders fixing the A- 
mount of the Aſſeſſment as irrevacable, and 
not hable to alteration by any Perſons whom 
the Court of Direftors may hereafter appoint 
to the Adminiſtration of their W uen in this 
1 


The 
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The Governor General in Council truſts, 
that the Proprietors of Land ſenſible of the 
Benefits conferred vpon them by the Public 
Aſſeſſment being fixed for ever, will exett 
themſelves in the cultivation of their Lands 
under the certainty that they will enjoy ex- 
cluſively the fruits of their own good Ma- 
nagement and Induſtry, and that no Demand 
will ever be made upon them, or their Heirs 
or Succeſſors, by the preſent or any future 
Government for an augmentation of the Pub- 
lic Aſſeſſment in conſequence of the im mr 
ment of their En Eſtates. 


To diſcharge the Rerenmes at the ſtipu- 
lated Periods without delay or evaſion, and to 
conduct themſelves with good Faith and Mo- 
deration towards their Dependent Talookdars 
and Ryots, are Duties at all times indiſpen- 
ſably required from the Proprietors of Land, 
and a ſtrict obſervance of thoſe Duties is now 
more than ever incumbent upon them, in 
return for the Benefits which they will them- 
{elves derive from the Orders now iſſued. 
The Governor General in Council therefore 

expects 
- 
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expects that the Proprietors of Land will not 
only act in this manner themſelves towardz 
their Dependent Talookdars and Ryots, but 
alſo enjoin the ſtricteſt adherence to the ſame 
principles, in the perſons whom they may 
appoint to collect the Rents from them. 
He further expects that without deviating 
from this line of conduct, they will regularly 
diſcharge the Revenue in all ſeaſons, and he 
accordingly notifies to them that in future 
no claims or applications for ſuſpenſions or 
remiſſions on account of drought, inundation, 
or other calamity of ſeaſon will be attended 
to, but that in the event of any Zemindar, 
Independent Talookdar, or other actual Pro- 
prietor of Land with or on behalf of whom a 
Settlement has been or may be concluded, or 
his or her Heirs or Succeſſors, failing in the 
punctual diſcharge of the public Revenue 
which has been or may be aſſeſſed upon their 
Lands under the above mentioned Regula- 
tions, a ſale of the whole of the Lands of the 
defaulter, or ſuch portion of them as may be 
ſufficient to make good the arrear, will poſi- 


tively and invariably take place. | 
: ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE. VII. 


To prevent any miſconſtruction of the fore- 


going Articles, the Governor General in 


Council thinks it neceſſary to make the fol- 
lowing declarations: to the Zemindars, Inde- 
pendent Talookdars, and other actual Pro- 
prietors of Land. 


Pirh. It being the duty of the ruling 
power to protect all claſſes of people, and more 


particularly thoſe who from ſituation are moſt | 


helpleſs, the Governor General in Council 
will whenever he may deem it proper enact 
ſuch Regulations as he may think neceſſary 
for the protection and welfare of the Depen- 
dent Talookdars, Ryots, and other Cultiva- 


tors of the Soil, and no Zemindar, Indepen- 
dent Talookdar, or other actual Proprietor of 


Land ſhall be entitled on this account to make 
any objection to the diſcharge of the fixed 


Aſſeſſment, which they have reſpectively 
agreed to pay. 


8 econd. 
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S$-c-nd. The Governor General in Coun. 

cil having on the 28th July 1790, directed 

1 the Sayer Collections to be aboliſhed, a full 

- compenſation was granted to the Proprietor, * 
of Land, for the loſs of revenue ſuſtained by 

them in conſequence of this Abolition, and 

he now declares that if he ſhould hereafter 
think it proper to re-eſtabliſh the Sayer Col- 
lections, or any other internal Duties, and 
to appoint Officers on the part of Govern- 
ment to collect them, no Proprietor of Land 
will be admitted to any participation there- 
of, or be entitled to make any. Claims for 
remiſſions of Aſſeſſment on that account. 


Third. The Governor General in Council 
will impoſe ſuch Aſſeſſment as he may deem 
equitable on all Lands at preſent alienated and 
paying no public Revenue, which have been, 
or may be proved to be held under illegal ot 
invalid titles. The Aſſeſſment ſo impoſed 
will belong to Government, and no Proprie- 


tor of Land will be entitled to any part 
of it. | 
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Fourth. The Jumma of thofs Zemindars, 
Indepe dent Talookdars, and other actual 
Propri-tors of Land which is declared fixed 
in the foregoing Articles; is to be conſidered 
entirely unconneCted* with and excluſive of 
any Allowances which have been made to 
them in the adjuſtment of their Jumma for 
keeping up Tannahs or Police Eſtabliſh- 
ments, and alſo of the produce of any Lands 
which they may have been permitted to ap- 
propriate for the ſame purpoſe ; ; and the Go- 
vernor General in Council reſerves to himſelf 
the option of reſuming the whole or part of 
ſuch Allowances or produce of ſuch Lands 
according as he may think proper in conſe- 
quence of his having exonerated the Proprie- 
tors of Land from the charge of keeping the 
Peace, and appointed Officers on the part of 
Government to fuperintend the Police of the 
Country. The Governor General in Council 
however declares that the Allowances or Pro- 
duce of Lands which may be fo reſumed: 
will be appropriated to no other purpoſe but 
that of defraying the expence of the Police, 
and that inſtructions will be ſent to the Col- 

L lectors 
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lectors not to add ſuch Allowances . or the 
Produce of ſuch Lands to the Jumma of the 


Proprietors of Land, but to collect the amount 
from them ſeparately. | 


Fifth. Nothing contained in this Procla- 
mation ſhall be conſtrued to render the Lands 
of the ſeveral deſcriptions of diſqualified Pro- 
prietors ſpecified in the firſt Article of the 
Regulations regarding diſqualified Land-hold- 
ers paſſed on the 15th July 1791, liable to 
' fale for any Arrears which have accrued or 
may accrue on the fixed Jumma that has been 
or may be Aſſeſſed upon their Lands under 
the above mentioned Regulations for the de- 
cennial Settlement, provided that ſuch Arrears 
have accrued or may accrue during the time 
that they have been or may be diſpoſſeſſed of 
the management of their Lands under the ſaid 
Regulations of the 15th July 1791. It is to 
be underſtood however that whenever all or 
any of the deſcripfions of diſqualified Land- 
holders ſpecified in the firſt article of the laſt 
mentioned Regu lations ſhall be permitted to 
aſſume 
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allume or retain, the management of their 
Lands in conſequence of the ground of their 
diſqualification no longer exiſting, or of the 
Governor General in Council diſpenſing with, 

altering, or aboliſhing thoſe Regulations, the 
Lands of ſuch Proprietors will be held re- 

ſponſible for the payment of the fixed Jumma 
that has been or may be aſſeſſed thereon from 

the time that the management may de volve 

upon them, in the ſame manner as the Lands 
of all actual Proprietors of Land who are de- 
clared qualified for the Management of their 
Eſtates, and alſo of all actual Proprietors 
who are unqualified for ſuch Management by 
natural or other diſabilities but do not come 
within the deſcriptions of diſqualified Land- 
holders ſpecified in the firſt” Article of the 

Regulations of the 15th July 1791, are and 
will be held anſwerable for any Arrears that 
are or may become due from them on the 
fixed Jumma which they or any perſons on 
their behalf have engaged or may engage to 
pay under the above-mentioned Regulations 
for the Decennial Settlement. 
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ARTICLE VII. 


That no doubt may be etitertained whether 
Proprietors of Land are entitled under the 
exiſting Regulations to diſpoſe of their Eſtates 
without the previous ſanction of Government, 
the Governor General in Council notifies to 
the Zemindars, Independent Talookdars, and 
other Actual Proprietors of Land that they 
are privileged to transfer to whomſoever they 
may think proper by Sale, Gift, or otherwiſe, 
their proprietory rights in the whole or any 
portion of their reſpective Eſtates without 
applying to Government for its Sanction 
to the Transfer, and that all fuch Transfers 
will be held valid, provided that they be con- 
formable to the Mahomedan or the Hindoo 
Laws (according as the religious perſuaſions 
of the parties to each Tranſaction may render 
the validity of it determinable by the former 
or the latter Code) and that they be not re- 
pugnant to any Regulations now in force, 
which have been paſſed by the Britiſh Admi- 


niſtrations, or to any Regulations that they 
may hereafter enact. 


ARTICLE 


A 
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ARTICLES Ix. 


From the limitation of the Public Demand 
upon the Lands, the neat income, and con- 
ſequently the value (independent of increaſe 
of rent obtainable by improvements) of any 
landed Property for the Aſſeſſment on which 
a diſtinct Engagement has been or may be 
entered into between Government and the 
Proprietor, or that may be ſeparately aſſeſſed, 
although included in one engagement with 
other Eſtates belonging to the ſame Proprie- 
tor, and which may be offered for public or 
private Sale entire, will always be aſcertain- 
able by a Compariſon of the Amount of the 
fixed Jumma aſſeſſed upon it (which agrea- 
bly to the foregoing declarations is to remain 
unalterable for ever to whomſoever the Pro- 
perty may be transferred) with the whole of 
its Produce, allowing for the charges of 
management. But it is alſo eſſential that a 
notification ſhould be made of the principles 
upon which the fixed Aſſeſſment charged 
upon any ſuch Eſtate will be apportioned on 
the ſeveral Diviſions of it in the event of the 
7: a4 : whole 
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whole of it being transferred by public or 
private Sale, or otherwiſe, in two or more 
lots, or of a portion of it being ſo transferred 
in one or in two or more lots, or of its being 
joint property, and a diviſion of it being 
made amongſt the Proprietors ; otherwiſe, 
from the want of a declared rule for eſtima- 
ting the proportion of the fixed Jumma, 
with which the ſeveral ſhares would be 
chargeable in ſuch caſes, the real value of 
each ſhare would be uncertain, and conſe- 
quently the benefits expected to reſult from 
fixing the Public Aſſeſſment upon the: lands 
would be but partially obtained. The Go- 
vernor General in Council has accordingly 
preſcribed the following rules for apportion- 
ing the fixed Aſſeſſment in the ſeveral caſes 
above-mentioned ; but as Government might 
ſuſtain a conſiderable loſs of Revenue by diſ- 
proportionate allotments of the aſſeſſment 
were the apportioning of it in any of the caſes 
above ſpecified to be left to the Proprietors, 
he requires that all ſuch transfers or diviſions 
as may be made by the private act of the 
parties themſelves be notified to the Collector 

of 
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of the Revenue of the Zillah in which the 
lands may be ſituated, or ſuch other officer 
as Government may in future preſcribe, in 
order that the fixed Jumma aſſeſſed upon the 
whole Eſtate may be apportioned on the ſe- 
veral ſhares in the manner hereafter directed, 
and that the names of the Proprietors of each 
ſhare, and the Jumma charged thereon, may 
be entered upon the Public Regiſters, and 
that ſeparate engagements for the payment of 
the Jumma aſſeſſed upon each ſhare may be 
executed by the Proprietors, who will thence- 
forward be conſidered as Actual Proprietors 
of Land. And the Governor General in 
Council d: clares, that if the parties to ſuch 
transfers or diviſions ſhall omit to notify them 
to the Collector of the Revenue of the Zil- 
lah, or ſuch other officer as may be hereafter 
preſcribed, for the purpoſes before- men- 
tioned, the whole of ſuch Eſtate will be held 
reſponſible to Government for the diſcharge 
of the fixed Jumma aſſeſſed upon it in the 
ſame manner, as if no ſuch transfer or divi- 
ſion had ever taken place. The Governor 


General in Council thinks it neceſſary further 
bs: to 
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to notify in elucidation of the declarationg 
contained in this Article (which are con- 
formable to the principles of the exiſting 
Regulations) that if any Zemindar, Inde- 
pendent Talookdar, or other actual Proprietor 
of Land, ſhall diſpoſe of a portion of his or 
her Lands as a Dependent Talook, the Jum- 
ma which may be ſtipulated to be paid by 
the Dependent Talookdar will not be entered 
upon the Records of Government, nor will 
the transfer exempt ſuch Lands from being 
anſwerable in common with the remainder 
of the Eſtate for the payment of the Public 
Revenue aſſeſſed upon the whole of it in 
the event of the Proprietor, or his or her 
heirs or ſucceſſors falling in arrear from any 
cauſe whatever, nor will it be allowed in any 
caſe to affect the rights or claims of Govern- 
ment any more than if it had never taken 
place. 


Firſt. In the event of the whole of the 
Lands of a Zemindar, Independent Talook- 
dar, or other actual Proprietor of Land, with 
or on behalf of whom a ſettlement has been 

or 


( 45) 

or may be concluded under the Regulations 

above-mentioned, being expoſed to public 

fale by the order of the Governor General in 

Council for the diſcharge of arrears of aſſeſſ- 

ment, or in conſequence of the deciſion of 
a Court of Juſtice, in two or more lots, the 
aſſeſſment upon each lot ſhall be fixed at an 
amount which ſhall ear the ſame proportion 
to its actual produce as the fixed aſſeſſment 
upon the whole of the Lands ſold may bear 
to the whole of their actual produce. This 
produce ſhall be aſcertained in the mode that 
is or may be preſcribed by the exiſting Re- 
gulations, or ſuch other Regulations as the 
Governor General in Council may hereafter 
adopt, and the purchaſer or purchaſers of 
ſuch lands, and his, or her, or their heirs 
and lawful ſucceſſors, ſhall hold them at the 
Jumma at which they may be ſo en 


for ever. 


Second. When a portion of the Lands of 

a Zemindar, Independent Talookdar, or other 
actual Proprietor of Land, with or on behalf 
of whom a ſettlement has been or may be 
* . concluded 


( 146 ) 
concluded under the Regulations before. 
mentioned, ſhall be expoſed to public fale 
by order of the Governor General in Council 
for the liquidation of arrears of aſſeſſment, 
or purſuant to the deciſion of a Court of Juſ- 
tice, the aſſeſſment upon ſuch Lands, if diſ- 
poſed of in one lot, ſhall be fixed at an 
amount which ſhall bear the fame propor- 
tion to their actual produce, as the fixed 
aſſeſſment upon the whole of the Lands of 
ſuch Proprietor, including thoſe diſpoſed of, 
may bear to. the whole of their actual pro- 
duce. If the Lands fold ſhall be diſpoſed 
of in two or more lots, the aſſeſſment upon 
each lot ſhall be fixed at an amount which 
ſhall bear the ſame proportion to its actual 
produce, as the fixed aſſeſſment upon the 
whole of the Lands of ſuch Proprietor, in- 
cluding thoſe ſold, may bear to the whole of, 
their actual produce. The actual produce of 
the whole of the Lands of ſuch Proprietor, 
whether the portion of them which may be 
ſold, be diſpoſed of in one or in two or more 
lots, ſhall be aſcertained in the mode that is 
or may be preſcribed by the exiſting Regu- 

| lations, 
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Jations, or ſuch other Regulations as the 
Governor General in Council may hereafter 
enact, and the purchaſer or purchaſers of 
| ſuch Lands, and his, or her, or their heirs - 
or ſucceſſors, will be allowed to hold them 
at the Jumma at which they may be fo pur- 
chaſed, for ever; and the remainder of the 
Public Jumma, which will conſequently be 
payable by the former Proprietor of the 
whole Eſtate, on acccount of the portion of 
it that may be left in his or hee 1 
will continue unalterable for e ever. 


Third, When a Zemninday, Si 
Talookdar, or other Actual Proprietor of 
Land, with or on behalf of whom a ſettle- 
ment has been or may be concluded, ſhall 
transfer the whole of his or her Eſtate in 
two or more diſtin portions to two or more 
perſons, or a portion thereof to one perſon, 
or to two or more perſons in joint property, 
by private fale, gift or otherwiſe, the Aſſeſſ- 
ment upon each diſtin portion of ſuch 
Eſtate fo transferred, ſhall be fixed at an 
amount which ſhall bear the ſame propor- 

| tion 


. 
tion to its actual produce, as the Aſſeſſment 
upon the whole of the Eſtate of the trans- 
ferring Proprietor, of which the whole or a 
portion may be ſo transferred, may bear to 
the whole of its actual produce. This pro- 
duce ſhall be aſcertained in the mode that is 
or may be preſcribed in the exiſting Regula- 
tions, or ſuch other Regulations as Govern- 
ment may hereafter adopt, and the Perſon or 
Perſons to whom ſuch Lands may be trans- 
ferred, and his, or her, or their heirs and 
lawful ſucceſſors, ſhall hold them at the 
Jumma at which they may be fo transferred, 
for ever : and (where only a portion of ſuch 
Eſtate ſhall be transferred) the remainder of 
the Public Jumma which will conſequently 
be payable by the former Proprietor of the 
whole Eſtate on account of 'the Lands that 
may remain in his or her poſſeſſion ſhall be 
eontinued unalterable for ever. 


Fourth, Whenever a diviſion ſhall be made 
of Lands, the Settlement of which has been 
or may be concluded with or on behalf of the 
Proprietor or Proprietors, and that are or may 

become 
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become the joint property of two or more 
perſons, the Aſſeſſment upon each ſhare 
ſhall be fixed at an amount which ſhall bear 
the ſame proportion to its actual produce, as 
the fixed Jumma aſſeſſed upon the whole 
of the Eſtate divided, may bear to the whole 
of its actual produce. This produce thall be 
aſcertained in the mode that is or may be 
preſcribed by theexiſting Regulations, or ſuch 
other Regulations as the Governor General 
in Council may hereafter adopt, and the 
Sharers and their Heirs and lawful Succeflors- 
ſhall hold their reſpective Shares at the Jum- 
ma which may be ſo aſſeſſed upon them for 


ever. 


ARTICLE X. 


The following rules are preſcribed reſpec- 
ting the adjuſtment of the Aſſeſſment on the 
Lands of Zemindars, Independent Taltook- 
dars, and other Actual Proprietors of Land, 
whoſe Lands are or may be held Khas or ter 
in Farm, in the event of their being diſpoſed 
of by public ſale, or transferred by any pri- 
vate act of the Proprietor, or of their being 


Joint 
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Joint property, and a diviſion of thetn taking 
place amongſt * Proprietors. 


Firſt. If the whole or a portion of the 
Lands of a Zemindar, Independent Talook- 
dar, or other Actual Proprietor of Land, 
who may not have agreed to the payment 
of the Aſſeſſment propoſed to him or her un- 
der the Regulations above-mentioned, and 
whoſe Lands are or may be held Khas, or let 
in Farm, ſhall be expoſed to public ſale, in 
one or in two or more lots, - purſuant to the 
decree of a Court of Juſtice, ſuch Lands, if 
Khas, ſhall be diſpoſed of at whatever Aſ- 
ſefiment the Governor General in Council 
may deem equitable, and the Purchaſer or 
Purchaſers of ſuch Lands, and his or her or 
their Heirs and lawful Succeſſors ſhall hold 
the Lands at the Aſſeſſment at which they 


may be ſo purchaſed for ever. If the Lands, 
at the time of their being expoſed to ſale, 
ſhall be held in Farm, and ſhall be put up in 
one or in two or more lots, they ſhall be diſ- 
poſed of under the following Conditions. 
The Purchaſer or Purchaſers ſhall receive 
during 
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during the unexpired part of the term of the 
leaſe of the Farmer, whatever ſuch Proprie- 
tor ſhall have been entitled to receive in vir- 
tue of his or her Proprietory Rights on 
accounts of the Lands ſo purchaſed, and ſuch. 


Purchaſer or Purchaſers ſhall engage to pay 
at the expiration of the leaſe of the Farmer 
ſuch Aſſeſſment on account of the Lands as 
Government may deem equitable. The ſum 
to be received by the Purchaſer or Purchaſers 
during the unexpired part of the term of the 


leaſe of the Farmer, and the Jumma to be 


paid by ſuch Purchaſer or Purchaſers after the 
expiration of the leaſe, ſhall be ſpecified at 
the time of the ſale, and ſuch Purchaſer or 
Purchaſers, and his or her or their Heirs and 
lawful Succeſſors, ſhall be allowed to hold the 
Lands at the Aſſeſſment at which they may 
be ſo en for ever. 


Second. If a Zemindar, Independent Ta- 
lookdar, or other Actual Proprietor of Land, 
whoſe Lands are or may be held Khas, or let 
in Farm, ſhall transfer by private ſale, gift, 
or otherwiſe, the whole or a portion of his 

8 . Or 
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or her lands in one, or in two or more lots; 
the perſon or perfons to whom the Lands 
may be ſo transferred, ſhall be entitled to 
receive from Government (if the Lands are 
held Khas) or from the Farmer (if the Lands 
are let in Farm) the Maliconnah to which the 
former Proprietor was entitled on account of 
the Lands ſo transferred. The Purchaſer or 
Purchaſers of ſuch Lands will ſtand in the 
ſame predicament as the Zemindars, Inde- 
pendent Talookdars, or other Actual Proprie- 
tors of Land mentioned in the fourth Article, 
whoſe Lands are held Khas, or have been let 
in Farm in conſequence of their refuſing to 
pay the Aſſeſſment required of them under 
the before- mentioned Regulations for the 
Decennial Settlement, and the declarations 
contained in that Article are to be held 
applicable to them. 


Third. In the event of a diviſion being 
made of Lands, that are or may become the 
joint property of two or more perſons, and 
- which are 'or may be held Khas or let in 
Farm, the Proprietors of the. ſeveral ſhares 
will ſtand in the ſame predicament, with re- 
gard 


„ 
gard to their reſpective ſhares, as the Zemin- 


dars, Independent Talookdars, and other Ac- 
tyal Proprietors of Land, ſpecified in the 


their having refuſed to pay the Aſſeſſment 
required of them under the before-mentioned 


and the declarations contained in that Article 
are to be conſidered applicable to them. - 


ARTICLE XI. 


The Governor General in Council avails 
himſelf of this opportunity to notify to the 


other Actual Proprietors of Land, as well as 


is his intention forthwith to eſtabliſh Courts 
of Juſtice throughout the country * upon 
ſuch principles as will put it out of the power 
of individuals to injure each other with im- 
punity, and prevent the officers of Govern- 
ment from infringing the rights and property 
of any of the inhabitants of theſe Provinces, 

1 by 
For the Liſt ſee the ſollowing Extract. 


fourth Article, whoſe Lands have been let 
in Farm or are held Khas, in conſequence of 


Regulations for the Decennial Settlement, 


Zemindars, Independent Talookdars, and 


to all other deſcriptions of perſons, that it 
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by inſuring a ſpeedy and impartial Adminiſ- 
tration of Juſtice in all caſes whatever. 

0 


Fox T WILLIAM, the 22d March, 1793, 
correſponding with the 12th of Cheyte 1199 
Bengal Era; the th of Shabaan 1 207 Higeree ; 
the 26th of Cheyte 1200 Fuſſily; the 26th 
of Cheyte 1200 Willaity ; and the 26th of 
Cheyte, 1850 Sumbut. | 


REVENUE DEPARTMENT, 


A TRUE Cory, 


G. H. BARLOW, Sub-Sec. 


* 
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Extrati from the Calcutta Gazette Extraord mary. 
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HE Governor General in Couneil has been pleaſed 


place from the 1ſt May, 1793. 


JUDGES of the PROVINCIAL COURTS of APPEAL. 


Moorſhedabad, + Dacca. „ a... Calcutta. 
Mr. C. Keating Mr. 8. G. Heatly Mr. S. Charters Mr. W. A. Brooke 
R. Bathurſt S. Bayard H. Ramus J. White 
W. Douglas F. Red fearn B. Grindall H. Buller 
Reg“. Mr. W. Wordſworth T. Parr A. Wright J. H. Becher 


Aſfitant J. Ryley J. Pattle R. Dicks C. Smith 
CITY FUDGES. 
| Moorſhedabad, |  Dacca, Patna, 


Mr. E. E. Burges Mr. B. Criſp Mr. H. Douglas 
Reg, T. Hayes Regr. I. Burges Reg", C. Buller 


4 | Diftri9s, 


bo, 
v5 


to make the following Civil Nominations to take 


Aſſifant to the Regiſter in the Sudder Dewanny 
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| s of the Zillak- Regiſters to the Zullak- 
Judge Courts, of | 


Courts. 


Collectors. 


Sha habad Mr. J. L. Chauvet Mr. W. Leyceſter Mr. A. Willand 
Behar A. Seton H. Macleod J. Routledge 
Sarun C. Boddam J. Deane F. Hawkins 
24 Fergunnahs J. Champain W. Armſtrong J. Scott 
Rajiſhahy J. Grant H. St. G. Tucker T. H. Colebroole 
Moorſhedabad J. E. Harington A. Gardner F. Fitzroy 
Purneah - S. Bird G. P. Ricketts . W. Wilkinſon 
Boglipore H. Lodge F. Peirard G. Dickinſon 
Rungpore - M. Leſlie D. Campbell J. Graham 
Dinagepore J. H. Harington F. Baring J. Eliot 
Beerbhoom 'T. Brooke R. W. Pattle C. Oldfield 
Tipperah W. Camac J. Imhoff H. P. Forſter 

* Dacca J. D. Paterſon C. Roberts G. Thompſon 
Burdwan J. Lumſden Sir A. Seton S. Davis 
Tirhoot J. Neave J. Stracey G. Arbuthnot 
Nuddeah R. Rocke W. W. Maſſey A. Spotti uod 
Chittagong E. Colebrooke R. Ker C. Fryer 
Momenſing W. M Guire J. H. Martin A. Tufton 
Jeſſore C. Burrowes H. Strachey A. Heſilridge 
Midnapore J. Fendall H. C. Lutlerah C. Oglevie 
Sylhet J. Willes J. Willes 
Ramghur W. Hunter W. Hunter 
Calcutta Gladwin 

Commiſſioner at Coock. Behar, Mr. C. A. Bruce. 
Gommu/ioner at Backergunge, Mr. S. Middleton. 
Ne giſter of the Sudder Adawlut, and the Mzamu ? , ; ; 
p art, and Sub Secretary to the Revenue Department. Ju. G. H. Barlow. 


Alanht, — Mr. J. F. Johnſtone, + © 


Aſſiſtant to the Regiſter in the Nizamut Adawlut, — — — Mr. J. Stuart. 


- Exaniner and Reporter to ike Sadler Dewanny Adawlut, and 
Sub Secretary in the Secret and Political Departments, 


: Mr. J. Fombelle. 


* The Sudder Dewannee Audallut, or ultimate Court of Appeal in Revenue Matters, conſiſts 
always of the Governor General and Supreme Council for the time being. 
The Sudder Nzamut Awdallut, or hig b Freu Cour is compoſed of the ſame Perſons. 
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